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PUBLIC  HEALTH  AND  MATERNITY  AND  CHILD 

WELFARE  COMMITTEE. 


The  following  Members  of  the  City  Council  served  on  the 
Public  Health  and  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Committee  during 
the  year  : — 

Chairman  :  Alderman  F.  D.  Baxter. 

Vice-Chairman  :  Councillor  (Mrs.)  L.  Brock. 

Aldermen  (Mrs.)  C.  H.  Daymond,  H.  Porter,  (Mrs.)  J.  Marshall, 
A.  E.  Travers-Stubbs. 

Councillors  F.  E.  Chapman,  A.  H.  Crimp,  R.  C.  Ray,  S.  Robins, 
R.  A.  Smith,  F.  E.  Sparrow  and  H.  E.  Williams. 


EDUCATION  COMMITTEE. 

Chairman  :  Councillor  E.  S.  Leatherby. 

Vice-Chairman  :  Alderman  R.'R.  Oke. 

Aldermen  J.  L.  Cornish,  (Mrs.)  C.  H.  Daymond,  H.  G.  Mason,  J.P., 

and  W.  H.  Weston. 

Councillors  F.  J.  Collier,  F.  G.  Fleury,  S.  L.  Gould,  L.  F.  Paul, 
H.  J.  Perry,  j.p.,  S.  W.  R.  Pettett,  H.  G.  Phillips,  (Mrs.) 
J-.  Pook,  S.  C.  Potter,  G.  P.  Ross,  H.  S.  Sangwell,  R.  A.  Smith, 
L.  W.  Spear,  A.  L.  Strachan,  b.a.,  and  A.  G.  H.  Thatcher. 

Mrs.  B.  Bull,  Mrs.  C.  R.  Cload,  Mrs.  F.  Johns,  Miss  W.  Drake  and 
Mrs.  Washbourn. 

The  Rev.  J.  H.  McDonald,  the  Rev.  R.  J.  W.  Morris. 

Messrs.  W.  J.  S.  Morrell,  F.  Clements,  C.  G.  Palmer  and  R.  A.  Smith. 

Medical  Treatment  Sub-Committee. 

Chairman  :  Councillor  H.  J.  Perry,  j.p. 

Alderman  (Mrs.)  C.  H.  Daymond. 

Councillors  S.  L.  Gould,  E.  S.  Leatherby,  L.  F.  Paul,  H.  G.  Phillips, 
(Mrs.)  J.  Pook  and  G.  P.  Ross. 

Mrs.  C.  R.  Cload  and  Miss  W.  Drake. 

Messrs.  W.  J.  S.  Morrell,  C.  G.  Palmer  and  R.  A.  Smith. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  OF  THE  AUTHORITY. 

Medical — Whole-time  . 

T.  Peirson,  m.d.,  m.r.c.s.,  l.r.c.p.,  d.p.h.,  Medical  Officer  of  Health  > 
General  Medical  Superintendent,  City  Hospitals  ;  Port  Medical 
Officer  ;  School  Medical  Officer. 

W.  N.  M.  Mason,  m.d.,  m.r.c.s.,  l.r.c.p.,  d.p.h.,  Deputy  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  ;  Senior  Assistant  Port  Medical  Officer  ; 
Medical  Superintendent,  Mount  Gold  Hospital.  (On  active 
service.) 

T.  H.  Harrison,  m.b.,  l.m.s.s.a.,  d.p.h.,  Acting  Deputy  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  ;  Senior  School  Medical  Officer. 

H.  T.  Chatfield,  m.c.,  m.b.,  d.p.h.,  Clinical  Tuberculosis  Officer. 

D.  F.  Johnstone,  l.r.c.p.,  m.r.c.s.,  d.p.h.,  Medical  Superintendent, 

Isolation  Hospital ;  Venereal  Diseases  Medical  Officer. 

E.  J.  Hynes,  f.r.c.s.  (ed.),  d.p.h.,  Venereal  Diseases  Medical  Officer 

(Temporary). 

Marion  Smellie,  m.a.,  m.b.,  d.p.h.,  Senior  Maternity  and  Child 
Welfare  Medical  Officer. 

Mildred  A.  Thynne,  m.r.c.s.,  l.r.c.p.,  d.p.h.,  Assistant  Maternity 
and  Child  Welfare  Medical  Officer. 

Marjorie  Smith  Wilson,  m.b.,  ch.b.,  d.p.h.,  Assistant  Maternity  and 
Child  Welfare  Medical  Officer. 

M.  S.  Harvey,  m.b.,  d.p.h.,  Assistant  M.  and  C.W.  and  School 
Medical  Officer.  (On  active  service.) 

H.  B.  Boucher,  m.b.,  b.s.,  f.r.c.s.,  l.r.c.p.,  Assistant  Port  Medical 
Officer.  (On  active  service.) 

R.  St.  J.  Harold,  l.r.c.p.  &  s.i.,  d.p.h.  (n.u.i.),  Assistant  Port 
Medical  Officer  (Temporary). 

A.  T.  Bettinson,  l.r.c.p,  m.r.c.s.,  Medical  Superintendent,  Did- 
worthy  Sanatorium. 

G.  E.  Larks,  m.b.,  ch.m.,  f.r.c.s.  (eng.  and  edin.),  Medical  Super¬ 
intendent,  City  (General)  Hospital.  (On  active  service). 

E.  G.  Stanley,  m.s.  (lond.),  f.r.c.s.  (eng.),  m.d.  (paris),  Medical 
Superintendent,  City  (General)  Hospital  (Temporary). 

W.  Warren,  m.a.,  m.b.,  m.r.c.s.,  l.r.c.p.,  Deputy  Medical  Super¬ 
intendent,  City  (General)  Hospital.  (On  active  service.) 

G.  B.  Carter,  m.b.,  d.p.h.,  Assistant  School  Medical  Officer.  (On 
active  service). 

Christina  Thomson,  m.b.,  d.p.h.,  Assistant  School  Medical  Officer. 
Megan  E.  Wilkinson,  m.b.,  ch.b.,  Assistant  School  Medical  Officer 
(Temporary). 
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4  Resident  Medical  Officers,  City  (General)  Hospital. 

1  Resident  Medical  Officer,  Isolation  Hospital. 

1  Resident  Medical  Officer,  Mount  Gold  Hospital. 

Dental  Surgeons — Whole-time. 

A.  Maughan,  m.c.,  l.d.s.  ;  E.  R.  Williams,  l.d.s.  ;  Miss  N.  Johnson, 
b.d.s.  (Resigned  June,  1943)  ;  F.  J.  Gray,  l.d.s.  (On  active 
service) . 

Medical — Part-time. 

Consulting  Physicians : — 

W.  A.  Lister,  m.b.,  m.r.c.p.  (London).  (On  active  service.) 

T.  A.  A.  Hunter,  b.a.,  m.b.,  m.r.c.p.  (london).  (On  active 
service.) 

T.  H.  Shore,  b.a.,  m.d.,  f.r.c.p.,  m.r.c.s. 

Consulting  Surgeons : — 

L.  W.  Innes,  n.b.,  f.r.c.s.  (ed.). 

E.  F.  Wilson,  f.r.c.s. 

Orthopedic  Surgeons : — 

N.  Capener,  f.r.c.s. 

C.  M.  Kennedy,  f.r.c.s. 

G.  J.  Lillie,  f.r.c.s.  (On  active  service.) 

Consulting  Gynaecologists : — 

Mabel  Ramsay,  m.d.,  f.r.c.s.  (ed.),  d.p.h. 

J.  W.  G.  H.  Riddell,  m.c.,  m.d.,  f.r.c.s.  (ed.). 

Pathologist : — 

E.  Wordley,  m.c.,  m.d.,  f.r.c.p. 

Consulting  Opthalmolo gists 

W.  H.  Davis,  l.r.c.p.,  m.r.c.s. 

C.  B.  F.  Tivy,  m.b.,  m.ch. 

W.  S.  Burr,  m.b.,  f.r.c.s.  (ed.),  d.o.m.s. 

Consulting  Laryngologists  and  Otologists  : — 

C.  S.  C.  Prance,  m.b.,  m.r.c.s.,  l.r.c.p. 

R.  Howarth,  m.d.,  f.r.c.s.  (ed.),  d.l.o.  (On  active  service.) 

Consulting  Radiologist : — 

A.  Craig  Mooney,  m.b.,  d.m.r.e. 

Consulting  Anaesthetists : — 

S.  G.  Irlam,  l.r.c.p.,  m.r.c.s. 

C.  H.  Hutchinson,  m.a.,  m.b. 

S.  Hawkes,  m.b. 

T.  T.  P.  Murphy,  m.d.,  b.sc.  (On  active  service.) 
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District  Medical  Officers  : — • 

Plymouth : — 

C.  Hutchinson,  m.a.,  m.b. 

T.  Wood,  l.r.c.p.,  m.r.c.s.  (On  active  service.) 
J.  E.  Harford,  m.b.,  b.ch.,  d.p.h. 

F.  N.  Adams,  m.a.,  l.r.c.p.,  m.r.c.s. 

Devonport : — 

J.  N.  Morris,  l.r.c.p.,  m.r.c.s. 

G.  A.  Pratt,  l.r.c.p.,  m.r.c.s. 

F.  W.  Kent,  l.r.c.p.,  m.r.c.s. 

O.  N.  Morris,  l.r.c.p.,  m.r.c.s. 

Stonehouse : — 

J.  Simpson-White,  o.b.e.,  m.b. 

Public  Vaccinators  : — 
Plymouth  and  Stonehouse  : — 

J.  Simpson- White,  o.b.e.,  m.b. 

Devonport : — 

J.  N.  Morris,  l.r.c.p.,  m.r.c.s. 

Other  Staff. 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  : — 

C.  E.  Sanderson,  f.r.san.i.*  j  J 
Port  Sanitary  Inspector  : — 

L.  N.  Tope.*f 
Meat  Inspector  : — 

P.  A.  Hawthorn.*| 

Superintendent  Health  Visitor  : — 

Miss  E.  G.  Wright,  s.r.n.,  s.c.m. 

Assistant  Supervisor  of  Midwives  : — 

Miss  J.  Casey,  s.r.n.,  s.c.m. 

Chief  Clerk 

R.  M.  Lawson.*  (On  active  service.) 

C.  L.  Marsh  (Acting  Chief  Clerk). 

Chief  Clerk,  School  Medical  Department  : — 

E.  T.  Perkins. 


*  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Certificate. 
|  Meat  Inspector’s  Certificate. 

+  Sanitary  Science  Certificate. 


Steward,  City  Hospital  : — 

F.  J.  Barrett. 

City  Meteorologist  : — 

G.  H.  Ivory. 
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To  the  Lord  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the 
City  of  Plymouth. 


I  have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  Annual  Report  for 
the  year  1943. 

The  civilian  population  as  estimated  by  the  Registrar-General 
was  136,530,  as  compared  with  220,800  in  1939.  The  Plymouth 
birth  rate  of  23.03  per  thousand  of  the  population  is  the  highest 
recorded  since  1920,  when  it  was  26.3.  The  total  number  of  live 
births  during  1943  was  3,144  as  compared  with  1,965  in  1941,  and 
3,620  in  1940. 

The  infant  mortality  rate  (number  of  deaths  amongst  infants 
under  1  year  of  age  per  1,000  births),  during  1943  wasc87.5,  the 
corresponding  rate  for  England  and  Wales  being  49.  The  average 
infant  mortality  rate  for  Plymouth  in  the  five  years  immediately 
before  the  war  was  51.35.  This  is  a  remarkable  reduction  of  infant 
mortality  during  war  years. 

I 

Similarly  the  physical  condition  of  the  school  children  appears 
satisfactory.  This  must  in  part  be  due  to  the  provision  of  meals 
and  milk  in  schools.  At  the  end  of  1943,  82.5%  of  children  at  school 
were  receiving  milk  in  school,  and  approximately  3,500  were  taking 
mid-day  meal  at  school. 

As  I  noted  in  my  last  Annual  Report,  owing  to  the  cessation 
of  house  construction  and  repairs,  the  standard  of  housing  con¬ 
ditions  in  the  City  is  naturally  deteriorating.  From  the  point  of 
view  of  the  health  of  the  people,  a  satisfactory  standard  of  housing 
takes  first  place.  An  adequate  housing  programme  to  be  put  into 
operation  as  early  as  possible,  and  pursued  energetically,  is  most 
urgent. 

Arrangements  were  announced  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  in 
October,  1943  (Circular  2871),  whereby  “  after  the  demands  for 
war  purposes  have  been  met,  housing  should  have  the  first  call  on 
immobile  building  labour,”  the  object  being  “  to  secure  the  maximum 
amount  of  improvement  to  the  largest  possible  number  of  houses.” 
The  work  which  can  be  carried  out  under  these  arrangements 
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includes  the  repair  of  war-damaged  houses,  and  the  repairs  required 
by  statutory  notice  under  the  Housing  or  Public  Health  Acts. 
Maintenance  and  repairs  of  houses  which  have,  of  necessity,  been 
in  abeyance,  should  now  be  more  easily  effected. 

It  is  with  pleasure  that  I  take  the  opportunity  of  recording 
my  appreciation  of  the  loyal  work  of  my  staff,  including  the  per¬ 
sonnel  of  the  Civil  Defence  Casualty  Services. 


‘  I  am,  My  Lord  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 


Your  obedient  Servant, 


« 

Seven  Trees, 

Lipson  Road, 

Plymouth. 

June,  1944. 


T.  PEIRSON, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area 

1943 

Area  ...  ...  ...  (Land  and  inland  water)  9,515  acres. 

Rateable  value  of  the  City  ...  ...^1  £1,606,875 

Sum  represented  by  Penny  rate  ...J  £5,874 

Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  civilian  population  (Mid 


1943)  ... 

«  •  •  •  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  . 

.  136,530 

Live  Births. 

Total. 

M. 

F. 

Legitimate 

. . .  2907 

1478 

1429 

Birth-rate  per  1,000 

Illegitimate 

...  237 

126 

111 

of  the  estimated 

civilian  population 

3144 

1604 

1540 

—23.03 

Stillbirths. 

Legitimate 

96 

53 

43 

Still-birth  rate  per 

Illegitimate 

7 

6 

1 

1 ,000  total  (live  and 

— 

still)  births =3 1.72 

103 

59 

44 

Deaths  under  1 

year 

Legitimate 

...  109 

67 

42 

Death-rate  of  infants 

Illegitimate 

9 

5 

4 

under  one  year 

=37.53 

118 

72 

46 

All  deaths 

2279 

1179 

1100 

Death-rate  per  1,000 

of  estimated 
population  =  16.69 

Death-rate  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  : — 

Ail  infants  per  1 ,000  live  births  (Total  deaths  118)  ...  37.53 

Legitimate  infants  per  1 ,000  legitimate  live  births  ( 1 09)  37 .49 
Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births(9)  37.97 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes  (headings  29  and  30  of  the  Registrar- 


General’s  Short  List)  : —  Rate 

per  1 ,000  total 
Deaths.  (live  and  still) 

No.  29.  Puerperal  and  post-abortive  births. 

sepsis  ...  ...  ...  5  1.54 

No.  30.  Other  maternal  causes  ...  7  2.15 


12  3.69 
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Laboratory  The  following  tables  show  the  bacteriological  and 

pathological  work  carried  out  for  the  City  at  the 
Prince  of  Wales’s  (Greenbank)  Hospital,  Plymouth. 


Sputums  for  Tubercle 

•  •  •  • 

1973 

Swabs  for  Diphtheria 

♦  •  •  • 

4116 

Bacteriological  Counts  on  Milk 

•  •  •  • 

956 

,,  ,,  Waters  . . 

•  •  •  • 

629 

Hairs  for  Ringworm 

Bacteriological  Examinations  for  Infectious  diseases — 

108 

Urines 

•  ♦  •  • 

193 

T.  Swabs  and  Misc.  Swabs  ... 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

118 

Blood  Counts  . . 

•  •  •  • 

73 

Blood  Agglutinations 

•  •  •  ♦ 

2 

C.S.F.  Examinations 

•  •  •  • 

21 

Sections 

•  •  •  • 

19 

Animal  Inoculations 

•w  •  •  •  • 

3 

Examinations  of  Faeces 

•  •  •»  •  •  ' 

35 

Blood  Haemoglobins 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

209 

Ascheim  Zondeks 

3 

Miscellaneous  . . 

O  »  •  • 

124 

Total 

For  V.D.  Clinics — 

•  •  •  • 

8582 

Wassermanns  and  Kahns 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

2552 

Gonococci 

•  •  • 

2306 

Gonococcal  Fixation  Tests 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

310 

Others  (Cultures,  Vag.  Pus.) 

... 

248 

Total 

• 

For  Medical  Practitioners — 

•  •  •  • 

5416 

Wassermanns  and  Kahns 

•  *  •  •  •  » 

230 

Gonococci 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

46 

Total  ...  ... 

For  Other  Hospitals  (including  Examinations  for  Forces)  : — 

276 

Wassermanns  and  Kahns 

•  *  ♦  •  •  • 

3352 

Gonococci 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

332 

Gonococcal  Fixations 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

88 

C  S  F 

V— '  •  w  •-*-  •  •••  •  •  •  ••• 

•  »  t  •  •  • 

94 

Total 

•  •  •  «  •  • 

3866 
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For  City  Hospital : — 

Microscopical  Examinations  on  Morbid  Tissues.  .  194 

Bacteriological  Examinations  . .  . .  966 

Blood  Counts  . .  . .  . .  . .  628 

Biochemical  Examinations  ..  ..  1278 

Sputums  for  T.B.  . .  . .  . .  367 

Ascheim  Zondek  . .  . .  . .  . .  13 

Agglutinations  . .  . .  . .  .  .  8 

G.C.  (Smears)  ...  ...  ...  ...  100 

Wassermanns  and  Kahns  . .  . .  . .  358 

C.S.F.  (Wassermanns)  .  .  . .  . .  16 

Gonococcal  Fixations  .  .  . .  . .  15 

Vaccines  .  .  ....  . .  . .  1 


Total  . .  . .  3944 


Grand  Total  . .  22,084 


Report  of  the  City  Meteorologist — Mr.  G.  H.  Ivory 
CLIMATOLOGICAL  OBSERVATIONS. 


TAKEN  AT  THE  “  HOE,"  PLYMOUTH,  DURING  THE  YEAR  1943. 


1943. 

1942. 

50  Years 
Average. 

Temperature. 

Maximum 

78.2  (july  3rd) 

81.6  (Aug.  28th) 

— 

Minimum 

24.9  (Dec.  14th) 

21.0  (Feb.  27th) 

— ■ 

Mean  .... 

52.3 

51.6 

51.4 

Daily  Range  .... 

11.0 

11.7 

10.8 

Relative  Humidity  .... 
Earth  Temperatures. 

78% 

80.5% 

82% 

Earth,  1  ft.  deep 

51.9 

51.0 

52.2>;: 

Earth,  4  ft.  deep 

52.6 

51.7 

52. 6f 

Minimum  on  Grass  .... 

17.6  (Dec.  14th) 

16.2  (Feb.  27th) 

- — - 

Sea  Temperature. 

Mean,  6  ft.  deep 

54.5 

52.9 

53.2* 

Rainfall. 

Total  Fall 

35.21" 

35.73" 

37.45" 

Greatest  Daily  Fall  .... 

1.03"  (Dec.  8th) 

1.48"  (Mar.  3rd) 

— 

No.  of  Wet  Days 

197 

173 

188 

Sunshine. 

Total  Hours  .... 

1689.4 

1615.9 

1683.3 

Greatest  Daily  Amount 

14.3  (June  28th) 

14.3  (Tuly  7th) 

— 

No.  of  Sunless  Days  .... 

63 

68 

62 

Wind. 

Prevailing  Direction.... 

S.W. 

S.W. 

S.W. 

Highest  Velocity  (Gust) 

84  (Oct.  19th) 

67  (Dec.  16th) 

*  , Denotes  a  45  year  Average.  f  Denotes  a  27  year  Average. 
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MEDICAL  OUT-RELIEF  WORK. 


The  following  table  shows  the  work  done  by  the  District 
Medical  Officers  : — 


District 

No.  of  visits  to 
Patients’  Homes 

Attendances  at 
Surgery 

1 

726 

1447 

2 

101 

543 

3 

170 

401 

4 

186 

459 

5 

255 

590 

6 

364 

590 

7 

331 

336 

8 

230 

300 

9 

86 

130 

Totals  ...  ... 

2449 

4796 

14 


DEATHS 


Cause  of  Death, 

0-1 

yrs. 

1-5 

i 

t 

yrs. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

1. 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fevers  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2. 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever . 

— 

— 

9 

— 

3. 

Scarlet  Fever . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4. 

Whooping  Cough  . 

3 

2 

1 

2 

5. 

Diphtheria  . 

— 

— 

2 

— 

6. 

Tuberculosis — Respiratory  System  ... 

— 

— 

— 

1 

7. 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis  ... 

3 

— 

2 

2 

8. 

Syphilitic  Disease  . . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

9. 

Influenza 

— 

— 

— 

— 

10. 

Measles 

3 

1 

1 

2 

11. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  and  Polio¬ 
encephalitis  ... 

— 

_ 

— 

12. 

Acute  Infectious  Encephalitis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

13. 

(a)  Cancer  of  buccal  cavity  and 
Oesophagus  (males) 

— 

— 

• — 

— 

13. 

( b )  Cancer  of  Uterus  (females) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

14. 

Cancer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum  . . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15. 

Cancer  of  Breast 

— 

— 

— 

— 

16. 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites 

— 

— 

— 

— 

17. 

Dubctss  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

— 

— 

— 

— 

18. 

Intra-cranial  vascular  lesions 

— 

— 

— 

1 

19. 

Heart  disease  ... 

— 

1 

— 

— 

20. 

Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system  . . . 

2 

—  • 

— 

— 

21. 

Bronchitis 

5 

2 

1 

— 

22. 

Pneumonia 

12 

12 

7 

4 

23. 

Other  respiratory  diseases 

— 

— 

— 

- — 

24. 

Ulceration — stomach  or  duodenum . . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

25. 

Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age) 

2 

2 

— 

— 

26. 

Appendicitis 

— 

— 

27. 

Other  digestive  diseases 

1 

3 

28. 

Nephritis 

— 

29. 

Puerperal  and  post-abortive  sepsis  ... 

— 

30. 

Other  Maternal  causes 

— 

•— 

31. 

Premature  birth 

13 

13 

— 

32. 

Congenital  malformations,  birth  injury 
and  infantile  disease 

21 

10 

— 

2 

33. 

Suicide  ... 

— 

— 

1 

34. 

Road  traffic  accidents  . 

— 

— 

35. 

Other  violent  causes  ... 

3 

1 

5 

5 

36. 

All  other  causes  . 

3 

• 

# 

2 

4 

1 

Total 

72 

46 

l 

28 

21 

ALL  CAUSES,  1943 


5-15 

yrs. 

15-45  yrs. 

45-65  yrs. 

t  % 

65  upwards 

Total 

Grand 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F.  _ 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Total 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

2 

2 

4 

. 

.  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

/ 

— 

— 

— 

4 

4 

8 

3 

5 

_ 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

-l 

5 

0 

10 

1 

— 

37 

43 

33 

5 

4 

2 

75 

i 

51 

126 

2 

1 

6 

6 

2 

1 

1 

2 

.16 

12 

28 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

16 

1 

2 

1 

1 

19 

2 

21 

1 

. 

8 

1 

3 

18 

’  12 

19 

31 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

4 

8 

1 

r 

_ 

— 

1 

1 

* 

— 

1 

i 

— 

— 

1 

1 

2 

2 

4  . 

2 

19 

_ 

21 

— 

21 

__ . 

_ _ 

4 

— 

15 

— 

14 

— 

33 

33 

2 

1 

18 

9 

20 

14 

40 

24 

64 

3 

— 

14 

— 

11 

— 

28 

28 

1 

— 

8 

6 

28 

35 

53 

42 

90 

83 

173 

_ 

1 

___ 

2 

2 

5 

7 

10 

9 

18 

27 

1 

4 

20 

32 

59 

87 

80 

124 

204 

12 

8 

84 

51 

178 

222 

274 

282 

556 

_ 

1 

2 

12 

4 

16 

18 

31 

24 

55 

. 

_ 

2 

3 

23 

7 

45 

50 

76 

62 

138 

_ 

5 

4 

16 

7 

13 

19 

53 

46 

99 

4 

2 

11 

2 

8 

3 

23 

7 

30 

_ 

6 

— 

13 

2 

2 

— 

21 

2 

23 

, 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

2 

4 

1 

1 

4 

— 

2 

— 

— 

2 

6 

8 

3 

1 

7 

8 

6 

11 

10 

10 

30 

30 

60 

_ _ . 

— 

4 

2 

19 

15 

17 

16 

40 

33 

73 

.  . 

_ 

— 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

5 

i  - 

— 

7 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

7 

7 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

13 

13 

26 

1 

_ 

,  _ 

_ 

_ _ 

21 

13 

34 

___ 

4 

2 

5 

2 

8 

2 

17 

6 

23 

1 

— 

— 

2 

6 

1 

3 

— 

10 

4 

14  • 

6 

5 

19 

18 

26 

11 

15 

17 

74 

57 

131 

5 

1 

7 

7 

23 

14 

71 

64 

113 

89 

202 

23 

15 

128 

147 

373 

248 

555 

623 

1179 

1100 

2279 
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Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 

Report  of  Senior  Assistant  Medical  Officer. 


The -live  birth-rate  for  1943  is  23.03  per  1,000  of 

Births  r 

the  estimated  civilian  population  (136,530).  This 
is  .91  higher  than  last  year’s  rate.  The  number  of  allocated  births 
is  343  more  than  last  year,  and  the  estimated  increase  in  the 
population  is  9,230. 


Total  live  births 

•  •  • 

Notified 

2738 

Registered 

o 

2762 

Allocated 

3144 

Total  stillbirths 

♦  •  • 

•  •  • 

113 

113 

103 

Total  births 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

2851 

2875 

3247 

* 

Illegitimate  births- 

-live 

•  •  • 

89 

89 

237 

stillbirths 

6 

6 

7 

Total ... 

•  •  • 

♦  •  • 

95 

95 

244 

No.  of  births  notified  by  doctors  and  parents .  377 

No.  of  births  notified  by  midwives  .  2474 

2851 


BIRTHS  IN  THE  CITY— PLACE  OF  CONFINEMENT. 


Own  home  by  municipal  midwife  ....  ....  ....  692 

Own  home  by  municipal  midwife  with  doctor  ....  154 

Own  home  by  private  midwife  ....  ....  ....  67 

Own  home  by  private  midwife  with  doctor  ....  27 

Own  home  by  T.T.N.A.  district  midwife  ....  ....  273 

Own  home  by  T.T.N.A.  district  midwife  with  doctor  111 
Alexandra  Maternity  home  by  midwife  ....  ....  905 

Alexandra  Maternity  home  by  midwife  with 

doctor  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  156 

City  Hospital  by  midwife  ....  ....  ....  ....  175 

City  Hospital  by  midwife  with  doctor  ....  ....  91 

Private  nursing  homes — doctor  ....  ....  ....  161 

Prince  of  Wales’s  Hospital,  Devonport  ....  ....  3 

Doctors’  District  cases  ....  ....  ....  ....  36 


Total  .  2851 


1360  Confinements  at  home  ....  ....  —  49% 

1491  Confinements  in  institutions  ....  *=  51% 
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Plymouth  Birthrates  from  1914. 


(Per  1,000  of  population.) 


Year. 

Rate. 

Year. 

Rate. 

1914 

*  .  •  .  •  • 

23.7 

1924  . 

18.16 

1915 

19.9 

1925  . 

18.1 

1916 

21.6 

1926  . 

17.2 

1917 

19.3 

1927  . 

16.5 

1918 

19.1 

1928  . 

17.0 

1919 

21.6 

1929  . 

16.5 

1920 

26.3 

1930  . 

15.9 

1921 

21.2 

1931  . 

16.4 

1922 

19.6 

1932  . 

15.59 

1923 

•  •  • 

19.4 

1933  . 

15.67 

Average 

for  10  years  ... 

Year. 

1934 

1935 

1936 

1937 

1938 

1939 

1940 

1941 

21.17 

Average  for  10  years  ... 

Rate. 

15.7 

15.05 

14.8 

14.6 

15.6 

15.6 

16.6 

16.43 

16.7 

1942 

1943 

... 

22.12 

23.03 

/  • 

1936 

birth-rate  for  England  and  Wales 

•  •  • 

14.8 

1937 

>  >  >  > 

y  y  y  y 

.  .  . 

14.9 

1938 

y  >  y  y 

y  y  y  y 

15.1 

1939 

\ 

y  y  y  y 

y  y  y  > 

15.0 

1940 

y  y  y  y 

y  y  y  y 

15.15 

1941 

y  y  y  y 

y  y  y  y 

14.2 

1942 

y  y  y  y 

y  y  y  y 

15.8 

1943 

y  y  y  y 

y  y  y  y 

16.5 

Infant  Number  of  deaths  under  one 

Mortality. 

The  infant  mortality  rate  is 
allocated  births.  (England  and  Wales =49.) 

year, 

37.5 

118. 

per  thousand 

Neo-natal  mortality  rate  :  18.1. 


48%  of  the  total  deaths  under  one  year  were  due  to  natal 
and  pre-natal  causes,  26%  to  respiratory  diseases,  7.6%  to  infec¬ 
tious  diseases  and  4.1%  do  digestive  diseases. 
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Deaths  of  children  between  1  and  5  years. 


No.  of  deaths 

49 

•  ••  »  t  »  *  V 

Deaths  0-1  Deaths  1-5 

Total  deaths 

years. 

years. 

under  5  years. 

1938  ... 

176 

59 

235 

1939  ... 

.  145 

48 

193 

1940  ... 

.  197 

94 

291 

1941  ... 

178  (27  enemy 
action) 

112  (48  enemy 
action) 

290 

1942  ... 

...  ...  146 

32 

178 

1943  ... 

.  118 

49 

167 

Infantile 

Diarrhoea. 


There  were  four  deaths  from  diarrhoea  in  children 
under  two  years.  Only  one  notification  of  gastro¬ 
enteritis  was  received  and  investigated. 


Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 


Where  treated 

Noti¬ 

fied 

Home 

Royal  Eye  Infirmary 

Vision 

unim¬ 

paired 

Vision 

im¬ 

paired 

Vision 

lost 

Deaths 

15 

3 

12 

(4  in-patients) 

(8  out-patients) 

15 

..  __ 

Nine  cases  occurred  in  the  practice  of  district  midwives  and 
five  in  a  maternity  home  and  one  after  returning  from  an  emer¬ 
gency  maternity  home. 

The  gonococcus  was  found  in  four  cases  only,  the  recorded 
date  of  onset  in  these  cases  being  3rd,  4th,  9th  and  14th  day 
respectively. 
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Child  Life 
Protection. 


The  Health  Visitors  acting  as  Child  Life  Protection 
Officers  paid  256  home  visits  during  1943. 


Foster-Parents. 

No.  on  Register,  1st  January,  1943  . 19 

New  registrations  during  the  year  ....  ....  21 

40 

Removals  from  Register  during  the  year  ....  19 

On  Register  at  end  of  year  ....  ....  ....  21 


Foster-Children. 

No.  on  Register,  1st  January,  1943  ....  ....  23 

Notifications  of  children  received  during  the  year  36 


59 


Removals  of  Foster-children  from  Register  during  the  year — 


Adopted  ....  ....  ....  ....  4 

Over  age  ....  ....  ....  ....  1 

Returned  to  care  of  relatives  ....  19 

Removed  to  official  organisations  ...  4 

Removed  to  outside  areas  ...  ...  2 

Transferred  to  other  foster-mothers  2 

Removed  to  care  of  Social  Welfare  Com¬ 
mittee  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Removed  to  City  Hospital  Nursery  1 


Total  removals  from  Register 


34 


On  Register  at  end  of  the  year 


25 


Interviews  with  Mothers  ... 

Interviews  with  Foster-mothers  ... 
Visits  by  Superintendent  Health  Visitor 


21 

19 

10 


„  ,  .  r.  ,  There  were  twelve  Health  Visitors  on  the  staff  at 

Health  Visiting.  , 

the  end  ol  the  year. 


Summary  of  visits  paid  during  the  year  : — 

Births  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3085 

1st  year  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7592 

1st  visits,  1-5  years  ...  ...  ...  ...  615 

Re-visits,  1-5  years  ...  ...  ...  ...  15357 

1st  ante-natal  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  445 

Re-ante-natal  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  681 

Visits  re  infectious  diseases  ...  ...  ...  ...  914 

Child  life  protection  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  256 

Visits  re  Adoption  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Miscellaneous  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  1166 

Rest  Centres  visits  ...  ...  ...  .  27 

Visits  to  Clinics  by  Superintendent  Health  Visitor  ...  12 


30160 
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up 


The  914  visits  in  connection  with  infectious  diseases  are  made 
as  follows  : — 


Ophthalmia  neonatorum  visits 
Discharging  eyes  .  ,, 

Whooping-cough  ,, 

Measles 

Chicken  pox  ,, 

Enteritis 

Scarlet  fever 

Puerperal  fever  ,, 

Mumps 

Cerebro-spinal  meningitis  ,, 
Scabies 


oo 

13 

52 

782 

11 

1 

3 

2 

1 


21 


5 


914 


At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  10,065  children  under  five 
for  twelve  Health  Visitors  to  visit,  2,878  being  under  one  year  of 

age. 

Eighty-two  sanitary  defects  were  reported  by  Health  Visitors, 
and  twenty-six  visits  were  paid  in  connection  with  the  Home  Help 
Service. 


Ministry  of  Health  Visitors  have  kept  constant  watch  when 
Health  Circular  r 

2831-Verminous  weighing  children  at  clinics  and  when  visiting  in 
Heads. 

the  home,  and  have  introduced  the  topic  of  the 
dirty  head  and  how  to  prevent  it,  into  their  conversation  whenever 
possible. 


Mothers  have  been  shown  how  to  carry  out  home  treatment 
and  all  cases  requiring  more  supervision  have  been  followed  up. 


Defective 

Children. 


Of  the  children  born  in  1939,  thirty-five  were  or 
became  defective  before  the  age  of  five  years. 
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DEFECTIVE  CHILDREN,  1943 


Data  are  summarised  in  the  following  table  : — 
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The  Observation  Play  Circle  continued  to  func- 

Welfare  J 

Centres  tion  satisfactorily  throughout  the  year  under  the 

supervision  of  Mrs.  Hamley,  and  twenty-four 
children  made  three  hundred  and  seventy  attendances,  the  average 
attendance  per  session  being  seven. 


Twenty-nine  children  who  had  at  some  time  attended  an 
Infant  Welfare  Centre  died  during  1943.  Four  deaths  were  due  to 
accidents,  and  of  the  remaining  twenty-five  deaths,  60%  were  due 
to  pneumonia,  which  remains  the  largest  single  cause  of  infant 
mortality.  There  were  three  deaths  (all  under  one  year)  from 
gastro-enteritis. 


Pneumonia  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

(Associated  with  Measles  ...  ...  2) 

(  ,,  Whooping  cough  2) 

(  ,,  ,,  Marasmus  ...  2) 

Gastro-enteritis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Intestinal  obstruction...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Pulmonary  oedema  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

T.B.  meningitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

T.B.,  acute  miliary  ...  ...  ...  .;.  ...  1 

Syphilis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Henoch's  purpura  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Overlaid  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Enemy  action  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Burns  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  .v.  ...  1 

Drowned  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Mastoiditis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 


■  See  Table  23  for  a  summary  of  the  work  done  at  the  various 
centres  throughout  the  year. 
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WELFARE  CENTRES. 


H 

< 

fa 

& 
)— i 


Totals. 

644 

2479  (1661  1st) 

1299  (425  1st) 

3778  (2086  1st) 

1223 

2287 

3510 

19280 

6903 

26183 

M 

00 
r— < 

00 

39 

i 

1550 

r— <  , 

T-H 

2735 

Efford. 

52 

178(1281st) 

88  (23  1st) 

266(151  1st 

T— <  LO 

C O  00 

1— < 

246 

1391 

432 

1823 

513 

35 

116 

1  1 

St.  Budeaux 

t 

91 

277  (163  1st) 

124  (52  1st) 

401  (215  1st) 

144 

235 

379 

2013 

1020 

3033 

736 

33 

t-h 

00 

T— ( 

1  1 

Horiic- 

knowle. 

52 

121  (75  1st) 

50  (14  1st) 

171  (89  1st) 

r->  (n 
i o  © 

159 

984 

369 

1353 

337 

26 

58 

1  1 

- 

Peverell. 

52 

234(162 1st) 

124  (31  1st) 

358  (193  1st 

104 

225 

329 

2079 

600 

2679 

603 

52 

t-H 

o 

1  i 

Wolseley 

Hall. 

48 

274  (183  1st) 

146  (35  1st) 

420  (218  1st) 

120 

249 

369 

1800 

495 

2295 

710 

48 

105 

1  1 

Devonport 

Park. 

91 

205  (150  1st) 

158  (44  1st) 

363  (194  1st) 

118 

222 

340 

1551 

593 

2144 

817 

24 

92 

1  1 

■ 

Beaumont 

Hut. 

186 

874  (575  1st) 

350  (124  1st) 

1224  (699 1st) 

456 

708 

1164 

! 

7230 

2290 

9520 

3129 

T-H 

lO 

733 

1  I 

Town 

Hall. 

72 

316  (225  1st) 

259  (102  1st) 

575  (327  1st) 

CO  i— < 

CO  CO 
i—i  CO 

524 

2232 

1104 

3336 

1337 

46 

CD 

T— * 

T— <  ID 
y->  ^ 

No.  of  sessions  held  ... 
No.  of  babies  entered 
on  register  ... 

No.  of  children  entered 
on  register  ... 

Total 

No.  remaining  on  regis¬ 

ter  on  31st  Dec.,  1943 
Babies 

Children 

Total 

No.  of  babies  weighed 
and  mothers  advised 
No.  of  children  weighed 
and  mothers  advised 
Total 

— - - — - - - , 

Doctors’  consultations 

Average  attendances 
per  session  ... 

Dressings  done 

Sewing  classes  held 

Total  attendances 

Attendances  at  Clinics 

by  Health  V isitors  . . . 
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ANTE-NATAL  CLINICS 


Ante-natal 

Clinics. 


Throughout  the  year  eleven  ante-natal  sessions 
have  been  held  each  week.  The  following  table 
summarises  the  work  done  at  these  clinics. 
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No.  confined  in  1943 

No.  aborted  in  1943 

No.  of  above  confined  in  City  Hospital 

No.  evacuated  to  emergency  maternity  homes 

No.  confined  T.T.N.A.  District  Midwife 

No.  confined  Alexandra  (Home  and  District) 

No.  confined  Municipal  Midwife 

No.  left  Plymouth 

*  Includes  30  stillbirths. 


1474* 

36 

143 

528 

40 

75 

619 

80 


Character  of  labour  in  1,474  confinements: — 

Spontaneous 
Instrumental 
Caesarean  .... 

Induction  .... 

Bimanual  .... 

Not  known 


1333 

54 

28 

1 

6 

52 


Abnormalities  found  in  cases  attending  for  the  first  time  in 
1943  : — 


1.  Contracted  pelvis  : — 

Minor 

Major 

2.  Albuminuria 

3.  Toxaemia  !... 

4.  Syphilis 

5.  Gonorrhoea  .... 

6.  Cardiac  diseases 

7.  Respiratory  diseases 

8.  Carious  teeth 

9.  Profuse  leucorrhcea 

10.  Severe  digestive  disturbances 

11.  Subnutrition 

12.  Anaemia 


27 

16 

24 

40 

6 

1 

23 

22 

338 

47 

16 

15 

77 


Abnormalities  found  on  post-natal  examination  - 

No.  of  cases  examined  P.V .  ....  ....  ....  68 

Subinvolution  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  3 

Cervical  tears  and  erosions  ....  ....  ....  ....  3 

Retroversion  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  3 


Eight  hundred  and  twenty-eight  routine  Wassermann  tests 
were  done,  five  being  positive. 

Auxiliary  Services. 

Maternity  Bags.  No.  lent,  5. 

Accouchement  sets  sold  at  cost  price  or 
At  ante-natal  clinics  .... 

Through  midwifery  department 
Net  cost 

Payment  received 
Cost  to  the  Department 


less  : — 

.  295 

.  179 

£118  10s.  Od. 

£116  13s.  6d. 

~£\  16s.  6d. 
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Home  Helps.  During  1943,  three  women  were  employed  as  home 
'  helps  and  attended  twelve  cases  at  a  cost  to  the 
City  of  £40  19s.  4d. 

£  s.  d. 

Paid  in  wages  and  travelling  expenses  56  16  4 

Amount  recovered  .  1517  0 

£40  19  4 

This  is  an  increase  of  £36  8s.  9d.  on  the  previous  year’s 
expenditure. 

In  connection  with  this  service,  Health  Visitors  paid  26  visits. 


Supervision 
of  Midwives 


Number  notifying  their  intention  to  practise 
On  Register  at  end  of  year 


58 

58 


Municipal  (including  Asst.  Supervisor  of  Midwives) 
In  private  practice  ... 

TTN  A 

jL  •  X  •  -A.  i  •  X  X  «  •••  •  •  *  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

Alexandra  Maternity  Home 
City  Hospital 


15 
7 

14 

16 

6 


No.  of  cases  attended  by  private  midwives  : — 

One  midwife  had  forty-six  cases,  one  had  forty,  one  had  six 
and  one  had  two  cases. 

Approximately  74.07  per  cent  of  the  notified  births  (district 
and  institutional)  were  conducted  by  midwives  only. 

District  cases  attended  by  midwife  ...  ...  1032 

District  cases  attended  by  midwife  acting  as  a 

maternity  nurse  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  292 

*  Institutional  cases  attended  by  midwife  ...  ...  1080 

*  Institutional  cases  attended  by  midwife  acting  as 

a  maternity  nurse  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  411 

2815 


*  Includes  maternity  and  nursing  homes  and  hospitals. 

Medical  help  was  sought  by  midwives  in  770  cases,  approxi- 
m  itely  80  calls  for  the  child. 
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The  following  are  the  reasons  given  for  seeking  medical  aid 


T oxaemia  of  pregnancy 

38 

Death  of  foetus 

*  «  « 

1 

Albuminuria  ... 

5 

Unsatisfactory  condition 

of 

Oedema 

1 

the  mother  : — 

Pyelitis 

3 

Ante-natal 

13 

Cardiac 

2 

Post-natal 

4 

Varicose  veins 

2 

Retained  Membranes 

3 

Malpresentation 

Patient's  request 

9 

Adherent  Placenta  ... 

17 

5 

Ruptured  Perineum  ... 

360 

Foetal  distress 

13 

Pain  in  leg 

7 

Maternal  distress 

6 

Painful  breast 

•  •  i* 

1 

Haemorrhage  : — 

Rise  of  temperature  ... 

24 

Placenta  praevia  ... 

2 

Abdominal  pains 

2 

Ante-partum  (undefined)... 

23 

Skin  condition  of  baby 

2 

Post-partum 

9 

Unsatisfactory  condition 

of 

Premature  labour 

4 

Infant 

19 

Prolonged  labour 

87 

Deformity  of  baby  .  . 

3 

Difficult  labour 

8 

Feeble  infant ... 

26 

Occipito  posterior 

2 

Discharging  eyes 

23 

Breech 

10 

Convulsions  ... 

2 

Prolapsed  cord 

2 

Jaundice 

2 

Uterine  inertia 

5 

Phimosis 

1 

Twins  ... 

4 

Miscellaneous 

2 

Miscarriage  ... 

5 

Threatened  abortion 

7 

770 

Stillbirth 

6 

There  were  twelve  midwives  on  the  staff  at  the 
beginning  of  the  year,  and  eleven  at  the  end  of 
the  year.  Five  midwives  obtained  their  gas  and 
air  analgesia  certificate  during  the  year,  bringing  the  total  number 
qualified  to  give  gas  and  air  up  to  seven. 

Municipal  midwives  collected  fees  amounting  to  £1,405  Ss.  3d., 
leaving  only  £326  11s.  6d.  to  be  collected  by  the  City  Treasurer’s 
Department. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  year’s  work. 

Number  of  cases  attended  : — 

Midwife  only 
Midwife  with  Doctor  ... 

Number  of  cases  attended  by 
Midwife  only 
Midwife  with  Doctor  ... 

- -  63 

Total  .  846 


relief  nurses  : — 


639 

144 


53 

10 


783 


Municipal 

Domiciliary 

Midwifery 

Service 
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No.  of  cases  booked  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  973 

No.  of  ante-natal  visits  paid  by  midwives  ...  4119 

No.  of  ante-natal  clinic  visits  paid  by  midwives  ...  172 

No.  of  patients  transferred  to  the  City  Hospital 

for  confinement  ....  ....  ....  .  10 

No.  of  patients  transferred  to  the  City  Hospital 

after  confinement  (including  6  emergencies)  ...  14 

No.  of  patients  transferred  to  the  Royal  Eye 

Infirmary  ...  ....  ...  ...  ...  1 

No.  of  miscarriages  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

No.  of  emergency  miscarriages  ...  ...  ...  3 

No.  of  emergency  deliveries  ...  ...  ...  50 

No.  of  emergency  deliveries  taken  over  after 

delivery  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

No.  of  patients  booked  for  administration  of  gas 

and  air  analgesia  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

No.  of  patients  to  whom  gas  and  air  was  adminis¬ 
tered  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 


Maternity  and  Nursing  Homes. 

Maternity  Homes. 

On  Register,  1st  January,  1943  ...  ...  ...  1 

Closed  during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  - 

On  Register  at  end  of  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Nursing  Homes. 

On  Register,  1st  January,  1943  ...  ...  ...  4 

Closed  during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  - 

On  Register  at  end  of  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

There  were  no  applications  for  exemption  from  registration. 

Routine  visits  of  inspection  were  paid  by  the  Senior  Maternity 
and  Child  Welfare  Medical  Officer  to  all  registered  nursing  homes. 
No  special  visits  were  required. 


Maternal  Fourteen  women  died  in  Plymouth  during  1943 J 

from  causes  attributable  to  pregnancy  and  child¬ 
birth.  There  were  two  outward  transfers  and  no  inward  transfers. 
There  were,  therefore,  twelve  deaths  belonging  to  Plymouth, 
giving  a  maternal  mortality  rate  of  3.6  per  1,000  allocated  births 
(sepsis,  1.8  ;  other  causes,  1.8).  Excluding  abortions,  the  maternal 
mortality  rate  for  the  City  is  2.7  (sepsis,  0.9;  other  causes,  1.8). 
The  abortion  mortality  rate  is  0.9. 
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Total  Puerperal  Mortality. 


England  and  Wales 

Plymouth 

Per  1,000  total 

Per  1,000  total 

births 

births 

Year 

Per  1,000 

Per  1,000 

live  births 

Including 

Excluding 

live  births 

Including 

Excluding 

abortions 

abortions 

abortions 

abortions 

1928 

4.42 

4.25 

_ 

6.04 

. 

- _ 

1929 

4.33 

4.16 

— 

4.98 

— 

— 

1930 

4.40 

4.22 

— 

6.43 

- - 

— 

1931 

4.11 

3.94 

— 

— 

2.81 

— 

1932 

4.21 

4.04 

— 

— • 

5.58 

— 

1933 

4.51 

4.32 

— 

— 

5.95 

— 

1934 

4.60 

4.42 

— 

— ■ 

4.2 

— 

1935 

4.10 

3.93 

— 

— 

5.01 

- - 

1936 

3.81 

3.65 

— 

— 

2.82 

— 

1937 

3.23 

3.11 

- - 

— 

5.3 

— 

1938 

3.08 

2.97 

- - 

— 

2.03 

- - 

1939 

2.93 

2.82 

— 

— 

3.07 

— 

1940 

— 

2.6 

2.16 

— 

3.8 

3.2 

1941 

— 

2.76 

2.23 

— 

2.10 

1.26 

1942 

— 

2.17 

2.01 

— 

3.44 

3.09 

1943 

■  •  ■  -  1  -  ■  - - - 

2.29 

1.84* 

— 

3.6f 

2.7ft 

*  Sepsis 

Other  causes 


0.39  f  Sepsis 

1.45  Other  causes 

ff  Sepsis 

Other  causes 


1.8 

1.8 

0.9 

1.8 


Mothers* 

Advice 

Clinic. 


A  fortnightly  session  has  been  held  at  Beaumont 
Hut  Centre  under  the  auspices  of  the  National 


Birth  Control  Association. 


No.  of  clinics  held 

•  .  •  ,  .  . 

...  ... 

24 

New  cases 

(Sent  by  Health  Authorities,  19.) 

...  .  .  • 

81 

No.  of  return  visits 

.  .  •  ... 

207 

No.  dealt  with  by  post 

... 

248 

455 

No.  seen  by  Doctor  ... 

...  ... 

...  .  •  • 

168 

War-Time  The  Plymouth  War-Time  Day  Nursery  at  24  Hoe 
Day  Nurseries.  J  J 

Street,  had  37  children  on  the  register  on  the  1st 

of  January,  1943.  During  the  year  54  new  children  were  admitted, 

and  on  December  31st,  the  number  on  the  register  was  44.  The 

average  daily  attendance  was  33.3. 


A  second  War-Time  Day  Nursery  was  opened  in  Devonport 
at  2  Nelson  Gardens,  on  8th  November,  1943. 
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From  then  until  the  end  of  the  year  49  children  were  admitted 
to  the  Nursery  (33  over  2  years  and  16  under  2  years  of  age). 

The  average  daily  attendance  was  24.4,  and  there  were  43 
names  on  the  register  on  the  31st  December. 

Both  these  nurseries  are  running  very  satisfactorily.  Only 
children  between  the  ages  of  nine  months  and  five  years  whose 
mothers  were  in  employment  were  admitted. 

Evacuation  of  Two  hundred  and  twenty-nine  children  were 
Children  under  _  ....  .  . 

Five  Years  to  evacuated  to  residential  nurseries  during  the 

Residential  year.  Two  hundred  and  forty  children  left  the 
Nurseries.  .  .  .  _  ,  . 

nurseries,  103  bemg  five  years  of  age  and  137 

under  five  years.  Of  the  103  five-year-olds,  67  returned  to  their 

own  homes,  28  were  billeted,  and  8  were  transferred  to  the  Querns 

Hostel  for  children  aged  5-8  years. 

Four  hundred  and  fifteen  children  were  in  the  nurseries  on 
December  31st. 

Evacuation  of  The  arrangements  for  the  evacuation  of  expectant 
Expectant  .  &  1  1 

Mothers.  mothers  to  emergency  maternity  homes  worked 

smoothly  throughout  the  year.  Five  hundred  and  seventy-six 

expectant  mothers  were  sent  away,  428  going  to  Flete,  134  to 

Polvellan,  Looe,  and  14  to  Hazelwood,  Torquay. 
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Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area 

Report  of  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 


Water  Supply.  The  water  supply  for  the  City  is  derived  from 

moorland  catchment  areas  in  the  uplands  of 
Dartmoor  and  is  supplied  through  eleven  service  reservoirs. 

The  practice  of  chloramination  and  chlorination  of  all  water 
has  continued  during  the  year,  and  the  supply  has  been  satis¬ 
factory  both  as  regards  quality  and  quantity. 

A  total  of  693  samples  of  water  was  collected  for  analysis 
during  the  year. 


Chemical  Fourteen  samples  of  water  were  submitted  for 

chemical  analysis  and  all  gave  satisfactory  results. 
The  following  table  gives  a  representative  summary  of  the 
results  of  samples  sent  for  chemical  analysis,  the  figures  repre¬ 
senting  parts  per  100,000. 


— 

March 

— 

June 

October 

Temporary 
Hardness  ... 

1.0 

0.6 

0.4 

0.2 

0.4 

0.2 

Permanent 
Hardness  ... 

2.4 

2.8 

1.8 

1.4 

0.8 

0.8 

Total 

Hardness  ... 

3.4 

3.4 

2.2 

2.6 

1.2 

1.0 

Chlorides  as 
Chlorine 

1.3 

1.4 

1.0 

1.1 

1.1 

1.3 

Ammonia  free 
and  saline 
as  nitrogen... 

0.0028 

Nil 

0.0008 

Nil 

Nil 

0.0004 

Ammonia, 
albuminoid 
as  nitrogen... 

0.0072 

0.0038 

0.0104 

0.008 

0.0058 

0.0088 

Nitrates  as 
nitrogen 

0.008 

0.01 

0.012 

0.01 

0.032 

. 

0.024 

Nitrites  as 
nitrogen 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Oxygen 

(absorbed  3 
hrs.  at  37  °  C.) 

0.066 

0.042 

0.087 

0.09 

0.036 

0.042 

Metals  (zinc, 
copper  and 
lead) 

Copper 
&  zinc 
absent. 
Lead 
0.025 
parts 
per 

100,000 

Absent 

Absent 

Absent 

Absent 

Absent 
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acteriological  Six  hundred  and  seventy-nine  samples  of  water  were  snb- 

xamination  of  .  1 

rater.  mitted  for  bacteriological  examination,  a  summary  of  results 

sing  shown  in  the  following  table  : — 
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Drainage  and  There  is  little  to  report  in  connection  with  sewer 
Sewerage.  age  and  sewage  disposai  during  the  year. 

Work  on  the  sewerage  system  of  the  C  ity  has  been  restricted 
to  minimum  of  maintenance  and  urgent  repairs. 

Fourteen  combined  drains  were  dealt  with  under  the  powers 
conferred  by  Section  24  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 


Result  of 
Service  of 
Notices. 


The  nature  and  extent  of  nuisances 
repairs  executed  are  as  follows  : 

Shops  Act  : 

Sanitary  conveniences  provided  •  ••  ••• 

Washing  facilities  provided . 

Houses  : 

Walls  repaired  ... 

Outside  plastering  repaired  ... 

Inside  plastering  repaired  ...  ... 

Floors  renewed  or  repaired  ... 

Floors  ventilated 

Roofs  renewed  or  repaired  ...  ...  •••  ••• 

Chutes,  downpipes  or  gutters  renewed  or  repaired 

Chimneys  repaired 

Ceilings  repaired 

Doors  and  frames  repaired  ... 

Lighting  and  ventilation  of  rooms  improved 

Window  sashes  or  frames  renewed  or  repaired  ... 

Window  cords  renewed 

Staircases  repaired 

Grates  or  ovens  repaired  or  renewed 

Boilers  provided  or  repaired 

Walls  or  ceilings  cleansed  and  redecorated 

Bedding  cleansed  or  destroyed 

Yard  paving  relaid  or  repaired 

Nuisances  from  animals  abated 

Accumulations  removed 

Ash  bins  provided  . 

Water  supply  provided  . 

Water  taps  or  pipes  repaired  . 

Water  samples  taken  for  analysis  (from  houses  only) 
Miscellaneous  repairs  and  nuisances  abated 

Drainage  : 

Drains  tested,  smoke  ... 

Drains  tested,  water  ... 

New  drains  constructed 

Drains  relaid  . 

Drains  repaired 
Drains  cleansed 

Inspection  or  intercepting  chambers  provided 
Inspection  or  intercepting  chambers  repaired 
Intercepting  traps  fixed  . 

Soil  pipes  or  ventilating  shafts  fixed  or  repaired 

Gullies  fixed  . 

Troughs  provided  . 

Troughs  trapped  or  waste  pipes  repaired  ... 

Bath  wastes  trapped  or  repaired . ’ 

Lavatory  basins  trapped  or  waste  pipes  repaired  ' 


abated  and 


•  •  t 


•  •  • 


•  ♦ 


3 

1 

21 

156 

202 

90 

2 

279 

44 

28 

53 

33 

1 

66 

21 

2 

20 

7 

70 

5 

41 

2 

129 

66 

5 

63 

501 

82 

37 

2 

12 

20 

77 

575 

32 

13 

19 

17 

31 

5 

29 

7 

2 
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SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 


Inspections 
made  and 
Notices  Served 


During  the  year  1319  complaints  of  nuisances  were  received  and  investigated 
inspection  of  the  district  for  nuisances  proceeded. 


and  systematic 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  inspections  of  various  premises  carried  out  during  the  year 
together  with  the  number  of  Notices  served. 


Premises  Inspected 

Inspections 

or 

Visits 

Intimation 

Notices 

served 

or 

Improvements 

required 

Intimation 
Notices 
complied 
with  or 
Improvements 
effected 

Statutory 
Notices 
served 
during  the 
year 

Statutory 

Notices 

complied 

with 

during  the 
year 

Houses  inspected  (Public  Health  Act  and  Housing  Act) 

1605 

1217 

Houses  reinspected  (Public  Health  Act  and  Housing  Act) 

6734 

— 

1095 

133 

103 

Houses  v isited  re  ot  ercrowding 

60 

4 

— 

— 

— 

Visits  re  Rent  Restriction  Acts 

33 

_ 

- 

\ 

— 

Premises  (other  than  houses)  inspected  for  nuisances  ... 

124 

26 

19 

— — 

— 

Owners  or  Contractors  interviewed 

544 

, 

-  - 

— 

Houses  visited  re  notifiable  diseases  .. 

392 

,  ,  -  - 

. 

' - 

Houses  visited  re  other  diseases 

62 

_ 

-  ... 

— 

Council  Houses  examined  for  vermin  . . 

24 

. 

„ 

— 

Private  Houses  examined  for  vermin  . . . 

125 

— 

______ 

— 

Council  Houses  found  verminous 

18 

18 

18 

— — — 

— 

Private  Houses  found  verminous  . 

102 

102 

97 

.  -- 

— 

Common  Lodging-houses 

36 

4 

4 

_ 

— 

Tents,  vans,  sheds,  etc.  ... 

11 

1 

- 

— 

Offices 

29 

2 

4 

_ _ 

- . 

Public  conveniences 

1208 

102 

101 

— 

Smoke  observations  taken 

3 

_ 

_____ 

_ 

Old  drains  smoke  tested  . 

60 

6 

5 

_ 

Old  drains  inspected  . 

600 

129 

114 

- - 

— 

Systematic  inspection  of  the  district  for  nuisances  . . . 

26 

91 

73 

__ 

- . 

Swine,  fowls  and  other  animals  . 

79 

19 

17 

_ 

- - 

Marine  stores 

24 

y 

___ 

r 

Stables  ...  ... 

7 

1 

1 

_ 

• 

Tips  ...  ...  ...  . 

18 

— 

-  -  „ 

— 

Accumulations 

243 

72 

87 

, ,  . . 

Schools 

163 

8 

9 

_ _ 

- 

Swimming  baths .  . 

6 

1  - 

/ 

1 

—  . 

- . 

Rat  infestation 

1222 

136 

127 

-  ■  -t 

— 

Cesspools  ... 

69 

8 

6 

— 

Cinemas  and  amusement  places  . 

6 

* 

Public  houses 

611 

28 

28 

-  --  ^ 

. - - 

Water  courses  ...  .  4 . 

26 

1 

_ _ _ 

Water  supply  ...  . 

,467 

5 

5 

_ 

_ 

Offensive  trades  ... 

62 

3 

3 

\ 

_____ 

Knackers'  Yards  ... 

6 

— _ 

Restaurants  and  food  preparing  places 

678 

41 

45 

_ _ 

Dairies  and  niilkshops  ...  ...  . . 

915 

6 

6 

- _ _ 

— 

Cowsheds  ... 

233 

38 

42 

_ 

_ _ 

Milk  Purveyors  ...  ...  . 

114 

* - 

1 

—  —  — 

— 

Kennel  meat  shops  . •  . . 

49 

/ 

_ 

_ . 

Butchers'  shops  .  . 

1008 

10 

9 

1 

General  provision  shops  ... 

1687 

13 

14 

12 

Fruit  and  vegetable  shops 

93 

3 

5 

2 

_ _ _ 

Fish  shops... 

46 

1 

1 

_ _ 

Fried  fish  and  chip  shops  . 

289 

6 

4 

.  — 

. 

Food  vehicles 

1 

1 

1 

_____ 

_ 

Fire  Guard  Depots  ...  ...  ...  . 

188 

3 

2 

-  - 

Slaughter-houses 

3100 

— 

_ — i 

— 

- 

Shops  (under  Shops  Act)  . 

1 

1 

— - 

■  ■ .. 

- 

Reinspection  of  Shops  (Under  Shops  Act)  . 

6 

— 

1 

— 

- 

Registered  Nursing  Homes  ...  . 

3 

— 

— — 

....  — 

- 

Day  inspections  of  air  raid  shelters  ...  . 

5558 

129 

127 

_ 

— 

Night  inspections  of  air  raid  shelters . 

41 

— 

- — 

■■ 

-  -  - 

Miscellaneous  visits  ...  . 

1942 

8 

5 

i-  — 

Static  water  tanks  ...  ...  . 

1034 

2 

2 

i 

_ 

Bomb  damaged  sites  ...  . 

743 

20 

14 

, 

, 

Balloon  barrage  sites  ...  .  . 

m 

8 

■  -  - - — 

— 

— 

— , 
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Water-closets  : 

Additional  W.C.’s  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

W.C.’s  reconstructed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Lighting  and  ventilation  improved ...  ...  ...  1 

New  pans  and  traps  fixed  ...  ...  ...  ...  72 

W.C.’s  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Flushing  apparatus  provided  ...  ...  ...  19 

Flushing  apparatus  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  60 

Miscellaneous  repairs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...,  53 

Eradication  of  Vermin  : 

No.  of  houses  infested  with  vermin  ...  ...  120 

No.  of  houses  disinfested  with  Naphtha  ...  ...  2 

No.  of  houses  disinfested  by  other  insecticides  ...  115 

Cesspools : 

Emptied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Other  repairs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Common  Lodging  Houses  : 

Limewashing  or  cleansing  carried  out  ...  ...  2 

Other  repairs  ...  ..  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 


Rat  Destruction  : 

Baits  laid  in  sewers  ... 

Baits  taken  in  sewers 
Baits  laid  elsewhere  ... 

Baits  taken  elsewhere 
Rats  caught 

Public-houses  : 

Urinals  cleansed 
Cleanliness  improved  ... 

New  seat  fixed  to  W.C. 

Ventilation  improved  ... 

Other  defects  remedied 

Public  Conveniences  : 

Flushing  apparatus  fixed  or  repaired 
Walls  repaired  or  made  impervious 
Floors  repaired 
Other  repairs  ... 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops  : 

Drainage  improved 
Paving  repaired 

Limewashing  or  cleansing  carried  out 
Ash  bins  provided 
Accumulations  of  manure  removed 
Other  repairs  ... 

Food  Shops,  Kitchens  and  Premises  used  for 
Preparation  or  Manufacture  of  Preserved 


Foods : 

Accumulations  removed  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Cleanliness  improved  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  45 

Lighting  or  ventilation  improved  ...  ...  ...  1 

Ash  bins  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Washing-up  sinks  fixed  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Water  supply  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Other  repairs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 


50 

2 

2 

47 


1 

3 

35 

1 

7 

9 


10,555 

6,050 

23,775 

11,018 

2,170 


4 

3 

1 

1 

19 


35 


Food  Vehicles  : 

Warnings  regarding  general  cleanliness  of  vehicle, 
person  or  covering  ... 

Fried  Fish  Shops  : 

Cleansing  carried  out  ... 

Other  repairs  ... 

Offensive  Trades  : 

Cleanliness  improved  ... 

Other  repairs  ... 

Stables : 

Limewashing  carried  out 

Back  Lanes : 

Accumulations  removed 
Surfaces  repaired 

References  to  Other  Departments  : 

City  Engineer 

Water  Engineer 

Housing  Estates  Manager 

Director  of  Education 

War  Damage  Department  ... 


1 


2 

2 


3 

1 


1 


5 

1 


129 

32 

158 

21 

62 


Rats  and  Mice  Special  attention  has  continued  to  be  given  to  the 

Destruction. 

destruction  of  rats  and  mice. 

1,222  visits  were  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  for  the  purpose 
of  advising  occupiers  on  the  most  suitable  disinfestation  methods 
to  be  adopted. 

Two  rat  catchers  were  specially  employed  for  the  purpose  of 
demonstrating  disinfestation  methods. 

Systematic  baiting  of  sewers  was  carried  out.  Altogether 
10,555  baits  were  laid  in  sewers,  about  6,050  of  which  were  taken. 
Of  23,775  baits  laid  elsewhere,  11,018  were  taken.  A  total  of  2,170 
rats  were  caught. 

It  was  necessary  to  serve  136  notices  requiring  the  carrying 
out  of  rat-prooling  works,  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  127  notices 
had  been  complied  with. 
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HOUSING. 


l. 


Inspection  of  Dwelling-Houses  during  the  Year  : — 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for  housing 

defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts) 

( b )  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ... 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  in  sub-head  (1) 

above)  which  were  inspected  and  recorded  under  the 
Housing  Consolidated  Regulations,  1925  and  1932 
(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ... 


(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human 
habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

(41  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred 

to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in  all 
respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation 


1605 

8339 


9 

35 


9 
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2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year  without  Service  of 

Formal  Notices  : — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit*  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority 
or  their  Officers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1030 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year  : — 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1936: 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered  fit  after 
service  of  formal  notices  : 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  ...  Nil 

( b )  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  ...  ...  133 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied 
after  service  of  formal  notices : 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  103 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  ...  Nil 

( c )  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing  Act, 

1936  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Demo¬ 
lition  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of 

Demolition  Orders  ..*  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 
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( d )  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936: 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in 

respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in 

respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the 
tenement  or  rooms  having  been  rendered  fit  ...  ...  Nil 

(3)  Number  of  Undertakings  not  to  use  unfit  houses 

accepted  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 


4.  Housing  Act,  1936.  Part  iv — Overcrowding  :• — 

(a)  (1)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end  of  the  year  97 

(2)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  ...  ...  ...  97 

(3)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  ...  ...  ...  703 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  during  the  year  13 


(c)  (1)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during  the 

year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

(2)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  ...  ...  52 


Legal 

Proceedings 
under  the  Public 
Health  and 
Housing  Acts. 


In  16  cases  the  City  Council  resolved  to  take 
proceedings  for  non-compliance  with  notices  served 
under  the  Public  Health  Act. 


In  12  cases  the  works  were  carried  out  before  the 
Informations  were  laid  ;  in  one  case  the  Summons  was  withdrawn 
on  account  of  the  works  having  been  carried  out  before  the  case 
was  heard,  and  in  two  cases  the  works  were  carried  out  on  Orders 
of  the  Court.  In  one  case,  the  proceedings  were  cancelled,  due  to 
the  fact  that  the  house  became  vacant. 


In  two  cases  the  City  Council  took  proceedings  against  owners 
of  houses  for  re-letting  in  contravention  of  operative  Demolition 
Orders.  In  one  case  the  owner  was  fined  £10,  and  in  the  second 
case  a  fine  of  £5  was  imposed. 


Rentrti°nate  During  the  year  1 1  allegations  of  payment  of 

Investigations,  extortionate  rents  were  referred  to  this  depart¬ 
ment,  7  in  respect  of  furnished  lettings  and  4  in  respect  of  un¬ 
furnished  lettings.  Of  these,  5  were  found  on  investigation  to  be 
unfounded. 
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A  summary  of  the  facts  relating  to  each  of  the  6  remaining 
cases  is  set  out  below  : — 


Whether 

Case 

A  ccommodation 

furnished 

Rent 

Result  of 

No. 

available 

or 

charged 

proceedings 

unfurnished 

£ 

s. 

d. 

1 

Ground  floor  front 

Furnished 

1 

5 

0 

room,  with  use 
of  scullery  on 
same  floor 

2 

First  floor  front 

1 

5 

0 

room  with  joint 

Legal  proceedings 

use  of  scullery 

instituted  in 

on  second  floor 

Plymouth  Police 

3 

First  floor  back 

1 

0 

0 

Court,  30.7.43, 

room  with  joint 

when  landlord 

use  of  scullery 

was  fined  £5  in 

on  same  floor 

respect  of  each 

4 

First  floor,  first 

)  > 

1 

5 

0 

!>-  letting  (i.e.  £30), 

and  second  tene- 

plus  £2  costs. 

ment  rooms 

The  landlord  ap- 

with  joint  use 

pealed  to  the 

of  scullery  on 

Court  of  Quarter 

same  floor 

Sessions  on 

5 

Second  floor  front 

)  > 

1 

5 

0 

1.10.43  and  the 

room,  with  joint 

• 

appeal  was 

use  of  scullery 
on  same  floor 

allowed. 

6 

Second  floor  back 

>  ) 

1 

5 

0 

room,  with  joint 
use  of  scullery 
on  ground  floor 

Factories  Details  of  the  sanitary  inspection  of  factories 

under  the  Factories  Act,  1937,  are  given  in  the 
following  tables  : — 

1.  Inspections  : — 


Number  of 

Premises. 

Written 

Occupiers 

Inspections. 

Notices. 

prosecuted. 

Factories  with  mechanical  power 

807 

8 

— 

Factories  without  mechanical  power 

255 

4 

— 
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Defects  found. 


csi 


40 


Other  offences 


Cremation 


The  number  of  cremations  during  the  year  1943 
was  665.  Of  this  number  109  were  in  respect  of 
residents  of  the  City  of  Plymouth. 

Up  to  the  end  of  1943  a  total  of  3,395  cremations  were  carried 
out  since  the  Crematorium  opened  in  1934. 

Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

Milk  Supply.  Systematic  inspections  of  dairies  and  cow-sheds 

and  the  sampling  of  milk  for  bacteriological 
examination  and  chemical  analysis  proceeded  throughout  the  year. 

Inspection  of  1  029  inspections  of  dairies,  milk  shops  and  milk 
Dairies  and 

Cow-sheds.  vehicles  were  carried  out,  and  233  inspections  of 
cow-sheds  in  the  area. 

As  a  result  of  these  inspections,  49  improvements  were  effected 
at  the  various  farms. 

Bacteriological  744  samples  of  milk  were  submitted  for  bacteiio- 
Examination  of  .  1  .  .  . 

Milk  Supplies,  logical  examination  of  which  647  were  found  to 
be  satisfactory,  and  127  in  an  unsatisfactory  state  of  cleanliness. 

In  addition,  155  samples  were  submitted  to  the  Phosphatase 
Test,  3  being  unsatisfactory. 

The  following  tables  show  the  number  and  results  of  samples 
submitted  to  : — 

(1)  Methylene  Blue  Test. 

(2)  Bacteriological  Count  and  B.  Coli  Test. 

(3)  Phosphatase  Test. 


(1)  Methylene  Blue  Test. 


Description 
of  Milk. 

| 

Total  No. 
of  Samples. 

Satisfactory . 

Unsatisfactory. 

Tuberculin  Tested 

' 

|  (Certified)  Milk 

238 

230 

8 

Raw  Milk 

374 

268 

106 

Totals  ... 

612 

498 

114 
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(2)  Bacteriological  Count  and  B.  Coli  Test  : — 


Description 
of  Milk. 

Total  No. 
of  Samples. 

Satisfactory . 

Unsatisfactory . 

Pasteurised  Milk 

129 

116 

I3f 

Tuberculin  Tested 
*  Pasteurised  Milk  ... 

16 

16 

Tuberculin  Tested 
(Certified)  Milk 

12 

12 

— 

Sterilised  Milk 

5 

5 

— 

Totals  ... 

162 

149 

13 

f  B.  Coli  present  in  1/100  ml. 


(3)  Phosphatase  Test  : — 


Description 
of  Milk. 

Total  No. 
of  Samples. 

Satisfactory. 

Unsatisfactory . 

Pasteurised  Milk 

139 

136 

3 

Tuberculin  Tested 
Pasteurised  Milk  ... 

16 

16 

— 

Totals  ... 

155 

152 

3 

Mifk^for ' ti°nS  °f  34  samples  of  milk  were  examined  for  the  presence 
Tubercle  Bacilli,  of  Tubercle  Bacilli,  one  being  found  positive. 


This  positive  sample  was  from  milk  supplied  from  a  farm 
outside  the  City  to  a  wholesaler  in  Plymouth.  The  matter  was 
reported  to  the  Count)7  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  and  the  farm 
was  visited  by  the  Veterinary  Inspector.  A  cow  suffering  from 
tuberculosis  of  the  udder  was  found  on  this  farm  and  subsequently 
slaughtered.  The  milk  from  the  remainder  of  the  herd  was  found 
to  be  negative.  During  the  investigations  all  the  milk  sent  into 
the  City  from  this  herd  was  pasteurised. 
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M1lk^?0ttl8s  Seven  empty  milk  bottles  taken  after  passing 

and  Churn  r  J  r  o 

Rinsings.  "through  a  washing  machine  were  examined.  The 

number  of  bacteria  per  ml.  of  capacity  found  was  0  in  1  bottle, 
10  in  1  bottle,  17  in  3  bottles,  35  in  1  bottle,  and  245  in  1  bottle, 
B.  Coli  being  absent  in  1/10  ml.  Churn  rinsings  were  taken  in  2 
cases  and  gave  a  count  of  10  and  20  respectively  per  ml.  of  capacity, 
B.  Coli  being  absent  in  1/10  ml. 


National  Milk  At  the  enq  0f  November  a  start  was  made  in 

Testing  and 

Advisory  obtaining  samples  of  milk  under  the  National 

Scheme. 

Milk  Testing  and  Advisory  Scheme.  61  samples 
of  milk  were  obtained  and  forwarded  to  the  approved  laboratory 
for  testing  under  this  scheme. 


Removal  of  During  the  year  a  retail  purveyor  of  milk,  who 

Dairyman  from  &  j  r  j 

Register.  had  on  previous  occasions  been  prosecuted  and 

fined  for  retailing  milk  either  deficient  in  fat  or 
containing  added  water,  was  served  with  a  notice  asking  him  to 
show  cause  why  his  name  should  not  be  removed  from  the  Register 
of  Retail  Purveyors  of  Milk  because  of  the  quality  of  the  milk 
retailed  by  him.  The  City  Council  decided  to  remove  his  name 
from  the  Register  and  the  dairyman’s  subsequent  appeal  against 
this  decision  was  dismissed  by  the  magistrates. 


Licences  under  The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  licences 
the  Milk  (Special  t  .  .  .  .  ...  tl1 

Designations)  to  use  the  various  designations  applied  to  milk  : — - 

Order,  1936. 


Description  of  Licence. 

No. 

_ 

Pasteuriser’s  licences  ... 

Retail  Tuberculin  Tested  licences  ... 

...  .  .  .  ...  . . 

5 

18 

T  otal  ...  ...  ... 

23 
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Food  and  Drug  Samples  reported  Not  Genuine. 


Article. 

Nature  of  Adulteration. 

Action  taken. 

Raw  milk 

38%  added  water  ... 

Fined  £3. 

do. 

13%  do . 

Fined  £5. 

do. 

3%  do. 

Fined  £5. 

do. 

27%  deficient  in  fat 

Fined  £2. 

do. 

24%  do 

Fined  £25. 

*  do. 

17%  do. 

Fined  £2. 

do. 

9%  do. 

Fined  £2. 

do. 

5%  do. 

Letter  of  Caution. 

do. 

3%  do. 

do. 

Camphorated  oil 

8%  excess  of  camphor  ... 

do. 

do. 

4%  deficient  in  camphor... 

do. 

fBeer 

Contained  one  part  per 
million  of  lead. 

do. 

f  do. 

Contained  0.8  parts  per 
million  of  lead. 

do. 

Orange  squash 

Contained  phosphoric  acid 
and  was  also  deficient  in 
citric  acid. 

do. 

Grape  fruit  squash 

Contained  phosphoric  acid 

No  action. 

Ginger  wine 

do. 

do. 

Blackcurrant  cordial  ... 

do. 

do. 

Orange  squash 

do. 

do. 

*  During  the  year,  in  following  up  samples  of  milk  below  standard  or 
of  doubtful  quality,  ten  “  Appeal  to  Cow  ”  samples  were  taken  from  four 
farms.  It  is  interesting  to  note  the  difference  between  the  quality  of  the 
milk  as  sold  and  that  given  by  the  cow. 


Initial  Sample. 

“  Appeal  to  Cow  ”  Sample. 

Non-fatty 

Non-fatty 

solids. 

Milk- fat. 

solids. 

Milk-fat. 

5.27% 

2.33%  =38%  added  water 

\ 

/ 

8.77% 

8.60% 

3.75% 

3.85% 

8.8% 

3.3% 

1 

1 

8.8% 

3.0% 

8.83% 

3.4% 

8.8% 

3.0% 

y 

8.82% 

3.85% 

8.7% 

3.0% 

i 

8.95% 

4.35% 

8.7% 

3.8% 

j 

9.0% 

4.0% 

7.39% 

3.47%  =  13%  added  water 

8.7% 

4.45% 

i 

9.1% 

3-4% 

9.63% 

2.19%  =  27%  deficient  in  fat  > 

9.05% 

3.45% 

j 

9.0% 

4.15% 

f  Lead  in  Beer. — This  matter  was  taken  up  with  the  Brewery  concerned, 
who  made  extensive  enquiries  into  all  possible  sources  of  contamination.  It 
was  thought  the  contamination  of  the  beer  to  this  extent  might  have  been 
due  to  the  use  of  pewter  drip  trays  in  the  public-house,  the  drainings  from 
which  may  have  been  put  back  into  the  barrel.  The  trays  were  removed 
and  replaced  by  stainless  steel  troughs.  Subsequent  samples  showed  no 
contamination  with  lead. 
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FOOD  AND  DRUGS. 


Adulteration,  The  various  samples  of  food  and  drugs  submitted 

for  analysis  during  the  year  are  classified  in  the 
following  table,  together  with  the  number  of  the  various  articles 
which  were  found  to  be  adulterated  : — 


SAMPLES  TAKEN  UNDER  THE  FOOD  AND  DRUGS 

ADULTERATION  ACT. 


Articles 

Offi 

Sam 

cial 

pies 

Info' 

SamA 

vmal 

pies 

Total 

No. 

Genuine 

A  dulter- 
ated 

Genuine 

Adulter¬ 

ated 

Aspirin  tablets  ... 

— 

_ 

14 

— 

14 

Ale 

2 

— 

1 

— 

3 

“  Bev  ”  . 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Butter 

— 

— 

31 

— 

31 

Beer 

2 

— 

17 

2 

21 

Baking  powder  ... 

— 

— 

5 

— 

5 

Calf’s  Foot  Jelly 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Coffee 

— 

— 

15 

— 

15 

Celery  salt 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Cod  liver  oil  emulsion  ... 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Cocoa 

— 

12 

— 

12 

Camphorated  oil 

— 

— 

10 

2 

12 

Castor  oil 

— 

— 

12 

— 

12 

Cod  liver  oil 

— 

3 

— 

3 

Cheese 

— 

— 

27 

— 

27 

Cordials 

. — 

— 

5 

5 

10 

Coffee  and  chicory 
Condensed  machine 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

skimmed  milk 
Condensed  full  cream 

— 

— ■ 

3 

— 

Q 

c.  | 

milk 

— 

— 

8 

— 

8 

Curry  powder 

— 

— 

1 

— 

>  i 

Dried  milk  (full  cream) 

— 

— 

2 

— 

9  1 

Dried  egg 

— 

— 

2 

— 

O  S 

Dandelion  coffee 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Epsom  salts 

— 

— 

4 

— 

4 

Flour 

— 

— 

4 

— 

4 

Fruit  Preserving  Tablets 

— 

— 

1 

— 

i  ! 

Ground  ginger  ... 

— 

— 

4 

— 

4 

Ground  nutmeg  ... 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Halibut  liver  oil 

— 

— 

4 

— 

4 

Jam 

— 

— 

4 

— 

4 

Jenner’s  Malted  Food  ... 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Junket  powder  ... 

— 

— 

1 

-- 

1 

Lem-lem  ... 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Lard 

— 

— 

28 

— 

28 

Mint 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Margarine 

Meat  and  vegetable 

*— 

— 

29 

— 

29 

extracts 

— 

— 

9 

— 

9 

Meat  and  fish  pastes 

— 

— 

19 

— 

19 

Malt  and  vinegar 

Machine  skimmed  dried 

— 

— . 

6 

— 

6 

milk 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Malted  milk  tablets 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Mustard  ... 

— 

— 

4 

— 

4 

Powdered  Gelatine 

— 

— 

4 

— 

4 

Pepper 

— 

— 

4 

— 

4 

Pasteurised  milk 

55 

— 

1 

— 

56 

Powdered  Turmeric 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Rennet  essence  ... 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Raw  milk 

94 

9 

1 

— 

104 

Sausages  ... 

— 

— 

6 

— 

6 

Sugar 

— 

— 

15 

—  • 

15 

Soups  (tinned) 

— 

— 

16 

— 

16  - 

Sterilised  milk 

— 

— 

5 

— 

5  j 

Self-raising  flour 

— 

— 

6 

— 

6 

Saffron 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1  j 

Salad  cream 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Sauce 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Tea 

— 

— 

21 

— 

21 

Tincture  of  iodine 

— 

— 

5 

— 

5 

'Yeast  tablets 

Yorkshire  pudding 

— 

— 

2 

— 

2 

* 

mixture 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Totals 

153 

9 

389 

9 

560 
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Legal  Proceedings  were  also  taken  under  the  Food  and 

Proceedings  ° 

Taken.  Drugs  Act  against  a  milk  retailer  for  refusing  to 

sell  to  the  Inspector  a  pint  of  milk  for  analysis.  The  case  was 
dismissed  ;  the  magistrates  giving  “  the  defendant  ”  the  benefit 
of  the  doubt. 


Eight  samples  were  taken  under  this  Act,  all  of 
which  were  returned  as  genuine. 

There  are  six  private  slaughterhouses  in  use  in 
the  City,  and  these  were  visited  on  3,100  occasions 
during  the  year. 

The  total  number  of  carcases  inspected  at  the 
Meat  Market  and  in  the  private  slaughterhouses 
during  the  year  was  30,974,  which  was  made  up  as  follows  : — 

Bovines  ...  ...  ...  ...  9,001 

Sheep  and  Lambs  .  17,523 

Calves  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4,000 

Pigs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  450 

The  total  weight  of  meat  and  offal  condemned  during  the  year 
from  animals  killed  inside  and  outside  the  City  was  312  tons 
10  cwts  1  qr. 


This  amount  was  made  up  as  follows  : — 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows. 

Cows. 

Calves. 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs. 

Pigs. 

Number  killed 

5648 

3353 

4000 

17523 

450 

N umber  inspected  ... 

11684 

7490 

94360 

5150 

All  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis. 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

176 

36 

101 

21 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

15 

86 

48 

540 

54 

Percentage  of  the  number  in¬ 
spected  affected  with  disease 
other  than  Tuberculosis 

4.6% 

10.7% 

.64% 

1.5% 

3.7% 

, 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

194 

6 

— 

24 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

833 

30 

— 

1044 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
Tuberculosis 

1.5% 

6.5% 

•004% 

— 

20.2% 

Fertilisers  and 
Feeding  Stuffs 
Act 

Inspection  of 
Meat  and 
Slaughter¬ 
houses. 

Carcases 
Inspected  and 
Condemned 
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Foodstuffs 
other  than 
Meat 
(including 
tinned  goods). 


The  number  of  inspections  made  of  various  food 
premises  are  shown  in  the  table  on  page  34. 

Arising  out  of  these  inspections,  52  tons  16  cwts. 
of  various  foodstuffs  were  condemned. 


Fish  Inspection,  The  following  summary  indicates  the  quantity  of 

fish  and  shell-fish  inspected  during  the  year  and 
the  quantity  found  to  be  unfit  for  food  : — 

Tons  cnuts.  qis.  lbs. 
Quantity  of  fish  inspected  ...  ...  1274  13  1  4 

Quantity  of  mixed  fish  found  unfit 

for  human  food  ...  ...  ...  5  8  2  9 

Quantity  of  shell-fish  found  unfit  for 
human  food  : — 

Queens  .  ...  ...  -  4  0  0 

Crabs  ...  ...  ...  ...  898  in  number. 
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Infectious  Diseases 


Incidence.  The  incidence  of  infectious  disease  in  the  City 

during  1943  is  given  in  the  following  table.  For 
comparison  the  figures  for  1943  for  England  and  Wales  and  the  126 
County  Boroughs  and  Great  Towns  are  also  given,  together  with 
those  for  the  City  for  1942. 


Notifications  per  1,000  Civilian  Population. 


Plymouth, 

1943 

England 

and 

Wales, 

1943 

126  County 
Boroughs 
and 
Great 
Towns 
1943 

Plymouth, 

1942 

Typhoid  Fever 

0 

0.01 

0.01 

0.02 

Paratyphoid  Fever 

0 

0.01 

0.01 

0 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

0.04 

0.08 

0.10 

0.17 

Scarlet  Fever 

0.92 

3.01 

3.29 

0.60 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

1.88 

2.54 

2.82 

0.93 

Diphtheria  ... 

1.53 

0.88 

1.12 

1.78 

Erysipelas  ... 

0.31 

0.31 

0.35 

0.43 

Smallpox  ... 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Measles 

21.60 

9.88 

9.23 

0.59 

Pneumonia 

0.93 

1.34 

1.62 

0.74 

From  these  figures  it  will  be  seen  that  with  the  exception  of 
diphtheria  and  measles  the  incidence  of  infectious  disease  in  the 
City  was  less  than  in  England  and  Wales  and  the  Great  Towns. 
The  incidence  of  scarlet  fever  was  particularly  low  and  was  less 
than  one-third  of  that  of  England  and  Wales,  whilst  that  of  whoop¬ 
ing  cough,  pneumonia  and  cerebro-spinal  fever  was  also  low.  Scarlet 
fever,  whooping  cough  and  pneumonia  were,  however,  more 
prevalent  than  in  1942,  and  the  incidence  of  measles  reached 
epidemic  proportions  with  2,949  cases  and  8  deaths.  Of  the  125 
cases  of  scarlet  fever  notified,  26  cases  were  removed  to  hospital. 


Diphtheria  and  Although  the  incidence  of  diphtheria  in  the  City 
Immunisation.  was  greater  than  in  England  and  Wales 

it  was  less  than  it  was  in  the  City  in  1942.  209  cases  were  notified, 
54  being  in  children  under  the  age  of  5,  111  in  children  aged  5  to  15, 
and  the  remaining  44  in  persons  above  the  age  of  15.  Of  the  209 
cases  184  had  not  been  immunised.  207  cases  were  removed  to 
hospital.  2  cases  died  before  arrangements  for  admission  could  be 
made. 
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There  were  10  deaths  from  diphtheria  in  1943,  giving  a  death 
rate  of  0.07  per  1,000  compared  with  16  deaths  and  a  rate  of  0.13 
per  1,000  in  1942.  Two  of  the  10  deaths  occurred  in  children  under 
the  age  of  5,  and  the  remaining  8  in  children  aged  5  to  15.  None 
of  the  10  children  had  been  immunised. 

Diphtheria  immunisation  was  carried  out  as  in  previous  years 
at  Immunisation  Clinics  at  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centres 
and  also  at  schools.  1,541  children  were  immunised  at  Maternity 
and  Child  Welfare  Centres,  1,050  at  schools,  and  52  by  private 
doctors. 

The  numbers  of  children  immunised  in  recent  years  are  given 
in  the  following  table  : — 


Year. 

Children  Immunised 

At  Maternity 
and  Child 
Welfare 
Centres 

At 

Schools 

Privately 
by  own 
doctor 

1927  . 

330 

% 

— 

1928  . 

296 

— 

— 

1929  . 

390 

— 

— 

1930  . 

444 

— 

— 

1931 . 

1282 

— 

• — 

1932  . 

338 

771 

— 

1933  . 

455 

517 

— 

1934  . 

335 

363 

— 

1935  . 

874 

1244 

— 

1936  . 

662 

1104 

— 

1937  . 

500 

1035 

— 

1938  . 

430 

707 

— 

1939  . 

568 

615 

— 

1940  . 

2812 

6765 

— 

1941 . 

1233 

1244 

— 

1942  . 

2225 

1029 

98 

1943  . 

1541 

1050 

52 

i 
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At  the  end  of  1943  52.6%  of  all  children  in  the  City  under  the 
age  of  5  had  been  immunised,  and  74.1%  of  all  children  between 
the  ages  of  5  and  15. 

Immunisation  Clinics  at  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 

Centres 

First  attendances 
Re-attendances 

Total 

There  was  no  alteration  from  the  routine  procedure  recorded 
in  last  year’s  report. 

There  were  388  defaulters  of  whom  368  had  only  one  injection. 

1,623  children  completed  a  course  of  injections  during  1943 
(A.P.T.,  1,487;  T.A.F.,  136),  1,280  (A.P.T.,  1,209;  T.A.F.,  71) 
both  commencing  and  completing  the  course  in  1943. 

1,072  Schick  tests  were  done  after  a  course  of  injections,  the 
result  being  negative  903,*  positive  48  (i.e.  5%),  not  read  121. 

*  A.P.T.,  Negative  856,  Positive  47,  Not  read  117. 

T.A.F.,  Negative  47,  Positive  1,  Not  read  4. 

In  a  series  of  462  immunised  by  A.P.T.,  35,  i.e.  7.5%,  were 
positive  when  Schick  Tested  three  months  after  the  second  injection. 
This  high  percentage  of  positives  is  accounted  for  by  the  extra¬ 
ordinary  high  rate  of  21.7%  positives  out  of  92  Schick  tests  done 
at  one  particular  clinic. 

23  children  who  had  attended  an  immunisation  clinic  w'ere 
admitted  to  the  City  Isolation  Hospital  during  the  year  on  a  diag¬ 
nosis  of  Diphtheria.  Six  did  not  have  Diphtheria.  Of  the  seventeen 
who  did,  only  4  had  been  Schick  negative  after  a  course  of  injections. 


1630 

3650 

5280 


Vaccination.  Owing  to  pressure  of  work  and  transport  difficulties 

the  Public  Vaccinator  for  Plymouth  and  the 
"  Added  Area  ”  districts  was  unable  to  cope  with  the  whole  of  this 
work.  It  was,  therefore,  found  necessary  to  re-arrange  these 
districts.  From  the  1st  June,  Dr.  J.  N.  Morris,  the  Public  Vaccinator 
for  Devonport,  took  over  that  portion  of  the  “  Added  Area  ”  to  the 
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west  of  a  line  passing  along  the  centre  of  the  main  Devonport- 
Tavistock  Road.  The  remaining  portion  of  the  “  Added  Area  ” 
and  the  Plymouth  districts  were  divided  into  two  sections,  and 
Dr.  T.  Chester-Williams  (Plymouth — South)  and  Dr.  H.  H.  Reid 
(Plymouth— North)  were  appointed  as  Public  Vaccinators  for  these 
two  areas.  Dr.  J.  Simpson  White  retained  the  Stonehouse  distiict. 


1,133  primary  vaccinations  and  22  re-vaccinations  were  per¬ 
formed,  the  percentage  of  children  vaccinated  being  41.1%.  The 
figures  for  recent  years  are  as  follows  : — 


Year 

Births 

Primary 

vaccinations 

Percentage 
of  Children 
vaccinated 

• 

Re¬ 

vaccinations 

1934  .... 

3203 

1371 

42-8 

9 

1935  .... 

3065 

1270 

41*4 

18 

1936  ... 

3061 

1348 

44-0 

24 

1937  .... 

3325 

1262 

37.9 

12 

1938  ... 

3617 

1396 

38-6 

10 

1939  .... 

3792 

1406 

37.0 

6 

1940  .... 

3620 

1508 

41.67 

4 

1941  .... 

2020 

511 

25.30 

3 

1942  .... 

2360 

937 

39.7 

7 

1943  .... 

2754 

1133 

41.1 

22 

Scabies.  The  incidence  of  scabies  was  less  than  in  1942. 

There  were  no  changes  in  the  arrangements  for 
treatment,  and  1,843  new  cases  were  treated  at  the  clinics,  com¬ 
pared  with  2,232  in  1942.  Benzyl  Benzoate  Solution  was  used  as  a 
routine  for  all  cases,  one  application  being  given  on  3  successive 
days  and  satisfactory  results  were  obtained. 

The  trained  nurses  and  nursing  auxiliaries  of  the  Civil  Defence 
Casualty  Services  assisted  voluntarily  at  the  clinics  throughout  the 
year. 

Action  was  taken  under  the  Scabies  Order,  1941,  in  a  number 
of  cases,  but  it  was  not  found  necessary  to  take  legal  proceedings 
in  any  case. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  —  ACE  OKOUFS,  1943. 
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The  City  Isolation  Hospital  and 
Lee  Mill  Hospital 


Report  of  the  Medical  Superintendent. 

General  There  has  been  no  change  in  the  number  of  beds, 

Remarks.  either  at  the  City  Isolation  Hospital  or  Lee  Mill 

annexe  during  the  year,  and  the  general  policy  of  transferring 
convalescent  cases  to  the  latter  institution  has  continued,  with 
marked  benefit  to  the  patients,  whose  recovery  has  been  much 
accelerated  in  their  country  surroundings. 

Owing  to  technical  and  building  difficulties  associated  with  the 
war,  it  was  not  possible  to  open  the  new  block  at  Lee  Mill  during 
the  year,  but  at  the  time  of  writing  this  report,  the  ward  is  occupied 
and  proving  satisfactory  in  every  way. 

In  the  latter  part  of  the  year,  the  Ministry  of  Fuel  and  Power 
compelled  the  conversion  of  all  but  one  of  the  oil  fired  boilers  at  the 
City  Isolation  Hospital,  so  that  coke  could  be  utilised  as  a  sub¬ 
stitute  fuel.  This  change  has  entailed  the  use  of  more  labour  for 
stoking  and  is  not  so  clean,  but  both  the  domestic  hot  water  and 
low  pressure  heating  have  been  satisfactory  and  there  has  been  a 
saving  in  cost  in  spite  of  the  extra  labour  involved. 

Good  use  was  made  of  the  available  ground  at  the  City  Isolation 
and  Lee  Mill  Hospitals,  and  garden  produce  to  the  value  of  £303 
was  raised  and  used  for  patients  and  staff. 

In  common  with  most  other  hospitals  there  has  been  a  shortage 
of  domestic  staff,  particularly  at  Lee  Mill,  and  it  is  likely  that  these 
difficulties  will  continue  until  the  end  of  the  war. 

On  the  whole  the  recruitment  of  Nursing  Staff  has  been 
satisfactory,  except  that  senior  posts,  such  as  ward  and  home 
Sister  are  hard  to  fill,  owing  to  the  requirements  of  H.M.  Forces 
who  have  absorbed  many  of  the  more  experienced  Nurses. 

A  preliminary  training  school  for  the  Municipal  Hospitals  has 
been  established  and  all  new  nursing  students  receive  an  eight 
weeks’  course  in  the  rudiments  of  their  profession  before  entering 
the  wards.  This  will  be  of  great  value  in  giving  self-confidence  to 
new  entrants,  and  at  the  same  time  help  in  eliminating  unsuitable 
candidates  who  are  unlikely  to  make  a  success  of  Nursing. 
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The  examination  results  for  the  Preliminary  and  Final  State 
Fever  Examination  reflect  the  Matron’s  keenness  on  the  educa¬ 
tional  aspect  of  Nursing  and  are  quoted  below. 

April,  1943.  Preliminary  State  Examination — 100%  pass. 
Final  State  Examination — '100%  pass. 

September,  1943.  Preliminary  State  Examination — 83%  pass. 

Final  State  Examination — 100%  pass. 


General 

Statistics. 


Cases  admitted  ... 
Cases  discharged 
Service  cases  admitted 

Deaths  ...  ... 


553 

564 

77  (included 
in  above) 

*  24 


During  the  year  40  visits  were  made  to  the  homes  of  patients 
at  the  request  of  Medical  Practitioners  in  the  district  and  3,204 
specimens  were  sent  to  the  Central  laboratory  as  follows  : — 


Swabs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3013 

Faeces  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Urines  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Slides  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  123 

Bloods  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  34 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fluids  .  15 

Other  examinations  ...  ...  ...  2 


Scarlet 

Fever 

the  district. 


A  total  of  63  cases  was  admitted,  60  of  which 
were  Plymouth  residents  and  3  cases  from  outside 


The  diagnosis  was  amended  in  the  following  cases  : — 


Rubella 

Tonsillitis 

Sulphonamide  Rash  . . . 
Erythema  Multiforme 
Urticaria 


3 

1 

1 

2 

1 


In  addition,  four  cases  were  found  to  be  suffering  from  Diph¬ 
theria  as  well  as  Scarlet  Fever. 
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Diphtheria;  The  number  of  admissions  were  almost  the  same 

as  in  the  previous  year,  and  generally  speaking  of 
a  mild  type,  the  death  rate  being  just  under  5%. 

No.  of  admissions  ...  ...  ...  316 

No.  of  deaths  ...  ...  ...  ...  U 

/ 

Three  hundred  and  three  Plymouth  cases  were  treated  at  the 
hospital,  and  13  outside  City  cases  as  under  : — 

St.  Germans  R.D.C.  ...  ...  ...  8 

Saltash  U.D.C.  ...  ...  ...  1 

Torpoint  U.D.C.  ...  ...  ...  1 

Plympton  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Total  ...  ...  13 


Disproved 

Diagnosis. 


After  observation  the  diagnosis  wras  altered  in  the 
following  Plymouth  cases  — 


Tonsillitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  44 

Vincents  Angina  ...  ...  ...  16 

Peritonsillar  Abscess  ...  ...  ...  6 

Influenzal  Broncho  Pneumonia  ...  1 

Impetigo  and  Tonsillitis  ...  ...  1 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Tonsillitis  and  Vincents  Stomatitis  1 

Mumps  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Coryza  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Rhinorrhoea  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 


In  addition  3  cases  were  found  to  be  suffering  from  Scarlet 
Fever  and  1  from  Vincents  Angina  as  well  as  Diphtheria. 


Laryngeal  Thirteen  cases  were  notified.  Of  these  8  proved  to 

Diphtheria.  .  ..... 

be  laryngeal  diphtheria,  1  hysteria,  1  tonsillitis, 

1  influenza  and  broncho  pneumonia,  1  influenza  and  1  catarrhal 

laryngitis.  Five  cases  required  tracheotomy,  4  of  whom  recovered. 
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Other  Diseases.  During  the  year  154  Plymouth  cases  and  7  outside 

cases  were  treated  as  shown  in  the  following 

tables : — 


Outside  the  District  cases  were  notified,  admitted  and  treated 
as  follows  : — 


Admitted  as  : — 

Amended  Diagnosis. 

Cerehro  Spinal  Fever  ... 

3 

Hysteria,  1  ;  Uraemia  and 

Anterior  Poliomyelitis 

1 

Chronic  Nephritis,  1. 

Measles  and  C.S.  Fever 

1 

T.B.  Meningitis,  1. 

Measles  and  Broncho 
Pneumonia  .., 

1 

Pertussis  and  Broncho 

- 

Pneumonia  ... 

1 

Plymouth  cases  notified, 

admitted  and  treated  as  follows  : — 

Admitted  as: — • 

Amended  Diagnosis. 

German  Measles 

10 

Toxic  Erythema,  1  ;  Pityriasis 

Measles  ... 

29 

Rosae,  1  ;  Mumps,  1. 

Rubella,  1. 

Measles  and  Broncho 
Pneumonia  ... 

13 

Measles,  1. 

Measles  and  Encephalitis 

1 

Mumps  ... 

11 

Wax  in  Ears,  1. 

Mumps  and  Pneumonia 

2 

Mumps  and  Bronchitis 

b 

Coryza,  1. 

Mumps  and  Erysipelas 

1 

Pertussis 

14 

Pertussis  and  Pneumonia,  1  ; 

Pertussis  and  Broncho 
Pneumonia  ... 

7 

Coryza,  1  ;  Marasmus,  1. 

Pertussis  and  Erysipelas 

1 

Pertussis  and  Toxic  Erythema,  1 

Pertussis  and  Convulsions 

2 

Influenza 

4 

Influenza  and  Pneumonia 

1 

Peritonsillar  Abscess  . . . 

1 

Tonsillitis 

4 

Concussion 

1 

Dysentery 

1 

Enteritis,  1. 

Erysipelas 

10 

Labial  Abscess,  1. 
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Plymouth  cases  notified,  admitted  and  treated  as  follows — conid. — 


Admitted  as  :• — 

Typhoid  Fever  ...  4 

Diphtheria  Carrier  ...  1 
Erythema  Multiforme  1 
Cerebro  Spinal  Fever...  16 


Chicken  Pox  ...  ...  10 

Chicken  Pox  and 

Erysipelas  ...  ...  1 

Erythema  ...  ...  1 

Valvo  Vaginitis  ...  1 

Anterior  Poliomyelitis  1 

Fibrositis  .  1 

Burns  of  Legs  ...  1 

Gastro  Enteritis  ...  1 

Septic  Finger .  1 


Amended  Diagnosis. 

Ulcerative  Colitis,  1  ;  Enteritis, 
1  ;  Sonne’  Dysentery,  1  ; 
Broncho  Pneumonia,  1. 

Nil  Abnormal,  1. 

Lobar  Pneumonia,  2 ;  T.B. 
Meningitis,  1  ;  Nil  Abnormal, 
1  ;  Purpura  Simplex,  1  ; 
Cerebral  Haemorrhage,  1  ; 
Hysteria,  1  ;  Measles  and 
Encephalitis,  1. 


Post  Influenzal  Encephalomye¬ 
litis. 


The  number  of  deaths  from  other  diseases  was  12. 
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Table  B. 


New  Cases  of  Syphilis  and  Gonorrhoea  treated  for  the  first  time 

(does  not  include  any  transfers) 


Syphilis. 

Gonorrhoea. 

Total, 

Year 

Male 

Female 

Total 

M  ale 

Female 

Total 

Male  and 

Female 

1939  ... 

51 

47 

98 

201 

52 

253 

351 

1940  ... 

49 

24 

73 

123 

41 

164 

237 

1941  ... 

38 

26 

64 

115 

51 

166 

230 

1942  ... 

45 

49 

94 

111 

80 

191 

285 

1943  ... 

32 

50 

82 

91 

40 

131 

213 

Syphilis.  30 1  cases  were  treated  during  the  year,  the  highest 

number  since  1939.  Much  of  the  increase  is  due 
to  the  continuation  treatment  given  to  Service  cases  and  to  Merchant 
Seamen.  Of  these  301  cases  only  33  are  known  to  have  been 
infected  in  Plymouth.  All  infectious  Syphilis  cases  were  admitted 
to  Hospital,  if  possible,  kept  there  during  the  period  of  acute 
infectivity,  and  subsequently  treated  as  out-patients.  27  Syphilis 
cases  were  admitted  to  Hospital  during  the  year. 

Chancroid.  No  cases  were  seen. 

Gonorrhoea.  173  cases  were  treated  during  the  year,  the  lowest 

number  during  the  past  five  years.  125  of  these 
are  known  to  have  been  infected  in  Plymouth. 

It  is  satisfactory  to  note  the  steady  diminution,  no  doubt  due 
to  the  reduction  of  the  duration  of  infectivity  caused  by  modern 
treatment  with  Sulphonilamide  group  of  drugs.  This  also  accounts 
for  the  fewer  attendances  at  the  Clinic,  as  fewer  attendances  are 
necessary  for  cure. 

32  cases  of  Gonorrhoea  were  treated  as  in-patients.  All  female 
patients  suffering  from  Gonorrhoea  in  an  acute  form  were  treated 
as  in-patients  if  possible. 
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Ophthalmia  ]g  cases  were  treated  (including  4  from  Devon 

\j  f\  Ayi  ofoim  fTI  ^  ^ 

County).  These  are  admitted  to  the  Royal  Eye 
Infirmary,  Plymouth.  All  recovered  without  impairment  of  vision. 


Regulation  33b.  An  Almoner  has  been  recently  appointed.  She 

has  been  very  useful  in  following  up  cases  reported 
under  33b  Regulation,  and  patients  defaulting  in  attendance. 


Cases  dealt  with  by  Almoner. 

1.  Number  of  patients  visited  informally  (under  Form  I, 

Reg.  33b)  ...  .  ...  ...  ...  13 

2.  Number  of  those  under  1  who  attended  Clinic  ...  12 

3.  Number  of  patients  visited  and  under  treatment. 

(Form  2 — Formal  notice  served  and  prosecution)  ...  1 

4.  Defaulters  followed  up  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 
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Tuberculosis 


Report  of  the  Tuberculosis  Officer. 

Notifications.  During  the  year,  1943,  296  cases  were  notified  as 

suffering  from  Tuberculosis.  This  number  com¬ 
prised  240  Pulmonary  Cases  (147  males  and  93  females)  and  56  Non- 
Pulmonary  (30  males  and  26  females). 

This  number  shows  a  decrease  of  4  on  the  previous  year. 


The  details  of  these  notifications  during  1943  are  as  follows  : — 


i 

1 

Age 

Periods 

Respiratory 

Non-  Respiratory 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0-1  . 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1-5  . 

— 

3 

6 

5 

5-15  . 

3 

1 

8 

7 

15-25  . 

49 

45 

9 

7 

25-35  . 

29 

27 

2 

2 

35-45  . 

27 

9 

2 

3 

45-55  . 

19 

3 

1 

1 

55-65  . . 

17 

3 

— 

— 

65  and  upwards 

3 

2 

1 

1 

Totals 

147 

93 

30 

26 

The  numbers  on  the  Notification  Register  at  the  end  of  the 
year  were  as  follows  : — 


Pulmonary . 

i 

N  on-Pulmonary. 

Total 

cases. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

500 

367 

867 

157 

178 

335 

1202 
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The  following  table  shews  the  number  of  Notifications  of 
Tuberculosis  since  the  year  1934  : — 


Year. 

Pulmonary . 

N on-  Pulmonary . 

Total. 

1934  ... 

246 

63 

309 

1935  ... 

217 

54 

271 

1936  ... 

204 

51 

255 

1937  ... 

225 

52 

277 

1938  ... 

209 

42 

251 

1939  ... 

194 

51 

245 

1940  ... 

192 

62 

254 

1941  ... 

194 

43 

237 

1942  ... 

243 

57 

300 

1943  ... 

240 

56 

296 

There  were  13  Posthumous  Notifications  during  the  year  1943. 
This  number  consisted  of  5  Pulmonary  and  8  Non-Pulmonary 
cases. 

Deaths.  Qne  hundred  and  fourteen  cases  who  were  on  the 

Tuberculosis  Dispensary  Register  died  during 
1943.  This  shows  a  decrease  of  8  on  the  previous  year. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  1943  the  following  number  of  patients 
were  on  the  "  live  ”  Dispensary  Register. 


Adults. 

i 

Children. 

i 

Totals. 

Males. 

Females. 

Males. 

Females. 

Pulmonary 

489 

264 

16 

18 

787 

N  on-Pulmonary 

53 

41 

32 

44 

170 

• 

Totals 

542 

305 

1 

48 

62 

957 

847 

110 

Dispensary.  There  were  1402  New  Cases  sent  to  the  Dispensary 

by  Medical  Practitioners  during  the  year.  This 
figure  shows  an  increase  of  327  on  the  previous  year. 
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The  following  table  shews  the  number  of  cases  referred  to  the 
Tuberculosis  Officer  each  year  since  1934,  and  the  number  of 
contacts  who  have  been  examined  for  the  same  period,  together 
with  the  result  of  the  clinical  examination. 


New  Cases. 

Contacts. 

Year. 

Definitely 

Tuberc. 

Non- 

Tuberc. 

Diagnosis 

not 

completed 

Total 

examined 

Definitely 

Tuberc. 

N  on- 

Tuberc. 

Diagnosis 

not 

completed 

Total 

examined 

1934 

256 

561 

96 

913 

17 

759 

86 

862 

1935 

243 

574 

77 

894 

10 

749 

19 

778 

1936 

231 

559 

91 

881 

8 

386 

33 

427 

1937 

266 

649 

78 

993 

8 

411 

17 

436 

1938 

232 

707 

104 

1043 

7 

362 

41 

410 

1939 

297 

721 

108 

1126 

4 

376 

13 

393 

1940 

247 

677 

123 

1047 

10 

377 

31 

508 

1941 

208 

585 

53 

846 

5 

163 

4 

172 

1942 

274 

744 

57 

1075 

5 

224 

7 

236 

1943 

297 

1015 

90 

1402 

4 

309 

25 

1 

338 

Attendances. 


The  number  of  attendances  of  patients  at  the 
Tuberculosis  Dispensary  during  the  year,  ex¬ 
cluding  those  who  attended  for  X-ray  examination,  and  which  are 
shewn  elsewhere,  totalled  8,942. 


1934  the  attendances  have  been  as  follows  :• 

1934 

»  •  • 

...  12,945 

1935 

.  12,408 

1936 

.  10,212 

1937 

10,665 

1938 

9,638 

1939 

.  9,233 

1940 

.  8,599 

1941 

.  5,709 

1942 

.  7,270 

1943 

,  •  • 

8,942 

Evening 

Clinic. 


The  number  of  patients  attending  this  clinic  has 
been  well  maintained. 
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Domiciliary  Tuberculosis  Officer.  The  Tuberculosis  Officer  paid 
Visiting.  .  .  JJ  .  c 

469  visits  to  patients  at  their  homes  or  at  one  of 

the  hospitals. 

_L 

Nurses  and  Health  Visitors.  The  Nurses  and  Health  Visitors 
paid  5,137  visits  to  patients  during  the  year. 


Consultations.  The  following  consultations  were  held  by  the  Tuber¬ 
culosis  Officer  during  the  year  : — ; 

Personal  .  135 

Other  than  personal  (T1 45)  ...  ...  1375 


Special  Forms  The  Tuberculosis  Officer  gave  the  following  special 
of  Treatment.  °  °  r 

forms  of  treatment  at  the  Dispensary  during  the 

year  : — 

Artificial  Pneumothorax  refills  . . .  365 

Injections  of  Tuberculin  ...  ...  991 


Laryngeal 

Clinic. 


Mr.  C.  Prance,  the  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  Surgeon, 

gave  treatment  to  11  cases  during  the  year. 


x‘ray-  The  number  of  X-ray  examinations  made  during 

the  year  amounted  to  3394.  The  following  table 
shews  the  number  of  examinations  made  each  year  since  1934  : — 


1934  ... 

1935  ... 

1936  ... 

1937  ... 

1938  ... 

1939  ... 

1940  ... 

1941  ... 

1942  ... 

1943  ... 


2,737 

2,824 

3,005 

2,956 

3,344 

3,381 

3,617 

2,941 

3,901 

3,394 
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Bacteriological  Xhe  number  of  specimens  of  sputa,  etc.,  which 

were  tested  during  the  year  amounted  to  1036.  The 
following  table  shews  the  number  of  specimens  of  sputa  sent  for 
examination  since  1934  : — - 


1934  ... 

1935  ... 

1936  ... 

1937  ... 

1938  ... 

1939  ... 

1940  ... 

1941  ... 

1942  ... 

1943  ... 


1,314 

1,334 

1,444 

1,567 

1,370 

1,259 

1,210 

762 

935 

1,036 


Institutional 

Treatment. 


nri 

I  " 


here  has  beer 


a  greater  demand  than  ever  for 
Sanatorium  Treatment,  and,  consequently,  there 
has  been  a  “  Waiting  List  ”  for  both  Didworthy  and  Mount  Gold. 
In  the  near  future  the  bed  state  at  Mount  Gold  Hospital  will  be 
raised  from  72  to  89. 


Voluntary  Tuberculosis  Care  and  After-Care  Committee.  This 

Organisations.  .  .  ,  ,  ,  ,  , 

organisation  still  continues  to  do  useiul  work  and 

has  given  timely  assistance  to  many  families.  Under  the  new 

regulation  the  functions  of  this  committee  will  not  be  lessened. 

The  number  of  cases  helped  during  the  year  was  249. 


Council  of 
Social  Service. 


Thanks  are  due  to  this  organisation  for  its  co¬ 
operation  with  the  Tuberculosis  Department. 


Allowances  and  Memorandum  266/T.  has  been  welcomed  by  all 

Tuberculosis  Officers  and  is  certainly  a  step  in  the 
right  direction  towards  getting  patients  to  accept  Sanatorium 
Treatment  at  an  early  date  after  diagnosis  has  been  established, 
especially  when  the  wage  earner  is  the  one  involved.  He  can  enter 
a  sanatorium  with  a  more  peaceful  mind,  knowing  that  the  family 
will  be  catered  for  whilst  he  is  receiving  sanatorium  treatment. 

We  appreciate  the  fact  that  this  is  only  a  war-time  measure. 
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Tuberculosis  Officers  are  hoping  that  further  legislation  will 
be  introduced  to  help  all  sufferers  from  this  disease.  I  need  hardly 
add  that  Memo  268/T.  has  added  to  the  duties  and  responsibilities 
of  the  Tuberculosis  Officer  and  his  Staff. 

A  brief  outline  of  the  work  carried  out  under  the  new  regula¬ 
tions  is  as  follows  : — 


Under  this  new  scheme,  which  came  into  operation  on  the 
29th  July,  1943,  there  are  three  classes  of  payments  :  (1)  Main¬ 
tenance  Allowances,  (2)  Discretionary  Allowances,  and  (3)  Special 
Payments. 


The  assessment  of  allowances  and  interviewing  of  patients  or 
their  relatives  is  carried  out  by  the  dispensary  staff. 


Ninety-five  applications  for  financial  assistance  were  dealt 
with  from  those  having  institutional  or  domiciliary  treatment,  as 
given  in  the  following  table  : — 


Didworthy  Sanatorium  ... 

Mount  Gold  Hospital  ... 

The  City  Hospital 

Winsley  Sanatorium 

Domipiliary — Waiting  admission  to 

institutions 

,,  Discharged  from  institu¬ 

tions 

,,  Being  treated  at  home  ... 


48 

11 

1 

1 


25 


1 


Total  ...  ...  95 


Seventy  of  the  applications  were  eligible  to  receive  allowances 
and  financial  assistance  was  granted  in  respect  of  the  under¬ 
mentioned  classes  of  payments  : — 

Maintenance  Allowances  ...  ...  55 

Maintenance  and  Discretionary  Allow¬ 
ances  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Special  Payments  ...  ...  ...  12 

Total  ...  ...  70 
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Eleven  of  the  special  payments  were  granted  in  response  to 
applications  for  pocket-money  from  patients  undertaking  treat¬ 
ment  in  institutions,  and  one  special  payment  was  made  to  a 
housewife  where  increased  expenditure  was  involved  in  obtaining' 
domestic  help  in  the  home  during  her  absence. 

Thirty-eight  variations  in  payments  were  made  in  respect  of 
the  applications,  on  account  of  various  changes  in  circumstances. 

Amounts  of  Allowances  paid,  1st  August  to  end  of  1943  : — 

£  s.  d. 

Maintenance  Allowances  ...  1179  16  4 

Discretionary  Allowances  ...  6  3  9 

Special  Payments  ...  ...  66  13  6 


Total  ... 44252  13  7 
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MOUNT  GOLD  TUBERCULOSIS  AND  ORTHOPAEDIC 

HOSPITAL. 


Report  of  the  Medical  Superintendent. 


General  The  number  of  beds  in  the  Orthopaedic  Section  of 

s'*  STT K  ^ 

the  hospital  remains  at  120,  30  of  which  are 
reserved  for  E.M.S.  purposes.  Increased  accommodation  has  also 
been  provided  for  the  care  of  patients  suffering  from  pulmonary 
tuberculosis,  and  during  the  year  73  beds  were  available  for  this 
purpose.  The  demand  for  still  more  pulmonary  beds  has  continued, 
and  at  the  time  of  writing,  still  further  provision  has  been  made,  so 
that  89  beds  are  now  in  use.  In  common  with  most  other  hospitals 
there  have  been  difficulties  in  connection  with  staffing  in  almost  all 
departments,  but  on  the  whole  greatly  increased  work  all  round  has 
proceeded  smoothly  in  spite  of  war  conditions. 


Rehabilitation.  During  the  year  there  has  been  much  talk  of 

rehabilitation,  as  if  it  were  some  completely  new 
departure  in  hospital  treatment.  This  has  been  recognised  for 
many  years  at  Mount  Gold  Hospital,  where,  from  the  very  outset, 
one  of  the  prime  objects  of  treatment  has  been  to  return  patients 
to  their  work  as  fit  and  as  quickly  as  possible,  and  while  under 
treatment  to  attend  to  their  general  health  and  keep  their  minds 
hopeful  and  fully  occupied  by  the  provision  of  suitable  work  for 
each  case.  The  work,  however,  has  been  co-ordinated  and  improved, 
and  a  sergeant-instructor  has  been  loaned  by  the  Military  Authori¬ 
ties  who  gives  his  full  attention  to  remedial  exercises  both  for 
civilians  and  service  personnel. 

In  addition  the  School  Mistress  supervises  handicrafts  for  adult 
patients  after  school  hours,  and  one  of  the  Massage  Sisters  has 
received  a  full  course  in  the  latest  methods  of  rehabilitation,  which 
has  proved  most  valuable. 

*  -  'r  . 

As  far  as  possible  these  ideas  are  adopted  for  both  sections  of 
the  hospital,  and  every  effort  is  made  to  provide  suitable  occupation 
where  the  medical  condition  of  the  patient  permits. 

I 

The  hospital  library  continues  to  be  very  popular  and  patients 
are  appreciative  of  all  the  hard  work  done  by  the  voluntary 
librarians. 
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Film  shows  are  given  at  the  hospital  every  fortnight,  and  on 
behalf  of  the  patients  I  should  like  to  thank  all  those  who  have 
been  kind  enough  to  give  concerts  in  the  wards.  They. have  been 
a  gieat  success. 

Nursing  The  hospital  has  been  accepted  by  the  General 

Nursing  Council  as  an  affiliated  training  school  for 
nurses.  A  preliminary  training  school  has  been  established  at  the 
City  Hospital,  and  all  student  nurses  spend  the  first  eight  weeks  of 
their  training  at  this  school,  ensuring  a  knowledge  of  the  rudiments 
of  their  profession  and  establishing  self-confidence  before  they  enter 
the  hospital  wards. 

Orthopaedic  Active  immunisation  against  diphtheria  is  carried 
School.  out  as  a  routine  in  all  children  who  have  not  been 

immunised  before  admission  and  whose  duration  of  stay  in  hospital 
is  sufficient  to  complete  the  course  of  injections.  The  number  so 
immunised  during  the  year  was  9.  I,n  addition,  new  entrants  to 
hospital  are  kept  in  small  side  wards  for  fourteen  days  to  lessen  the 
risk  of  introducing  infection  into  the  main  body  of  the  ward  or 
school.  These  precautions  have  greatly  minimised  the  incidence 
of  the  common  infectious  diseases. 

The  good  work  carried  out  in  the  school  continues  as  in  previous 
years.  The  school  was  re-opened  on  4th  January,  1943,  with  17 
pupils  (8  girls  and  9  boys),  making  a  total  of  52  children  who  have 
received  instruction  during  the  year.  Of  these  30  were  discharged, 
leaving  22  on  the  register  on  the  17th  December. 

The  school  was  opened  413  times  with  a  total  attendance  of 
6,215,  making  an  average  attendance  of  12.4  out  of  a  possible 
attendance  of  14.2. 


Orthopaedic  Greatly  increased  use  has  been  made  of  the  Ortho- 

paedic  Hospital,  chiefly  as  a  result  of  the  expansion 
of  facilities  for  the  treatment  of  acute  fractures,  313  of  which  were 
admitted,  an  increase  of  184  over  the  previous  year.  A  fracture 
clinic  is  held  each  Monday  at  10-30  a.m.  for  the  supervision  of 
ambulant  cases  who  have  been  discharged  from  hospital. 

The  total  number  of  admissions  of  all  types  of  cases  was  555, 
which  is  121  more  than  the  previous  highest  total  admission  in  any 
one  year. 
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Admissions  for  the  past  five  years  are  shown  in  the  following 
table  : — 


Plymouth  Cases. 

1943 

1942 

1941 

1940 

1939 

Tuberculosis  Department 

61 

65 

61 

47 

44 

M.  &  C.W.  Department 

8 

9 

5 

6 

9 

School  Medical  Department 

18 

16 

12 

12 

21 

Other  Plymouth  Cases 

148 

134 

78 

47 

90 

Total  Plymouth  Cases 

235 

224 

156 

112 

164 

Non-Plymouth  Cases. 

Devon  County  Council 

19 

22 

22 

38 

48 

Cornwall  County  Council 

13 

9 

7 

5 

9 

Exeter  City 

Devonian  Association  for 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

Cripples’  Aid 

4 

4 

4 

22 

43 

Other  Cases 

16 

29 

1 

22 

56 

Total  Non-Plymouth  Cases 

52 

64 

34 

88 

158 

E.M.S.  Cases 

Service 

178 

85 

27 

— 

— 

Civilian 

90 

59 

— 

— 

— 

Total  E.M.S.  Cases 

268 

144 

27 

— 

— 

Grand  Total  of  Admissions 

555 

434 

| 

217 

200 

322 

Total  Discharges  . 

554 

388 

230 

245 

332 
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The  following  table  gives  a  comparison  of  the  classification  of 
the  cases  admitted  during  the  last  five  years  : — 


• 

1943 

1942 

* 

1941 

1940 

1939 

1. 

Tuberculosis  of  Bones  ... 

68  • 

92 

93 

138 

79 

2. 

After  results  of  Anterior 

Poliomyelitis 

.  6 

6 

9 

9 

7 

3. 

Deformities — congenital 

and  acquired 

25 

35 

19 

33 

63 

4. 

After  results  of  injuries 

26 

32 

34 

57 

51 

5. 

Chronic  and  Acute  Non- 

T.B.  Osteomyelitis 

21 

11 

7 

16 

11 

6. 

Chronic  Non-T.B.  Arthritis 

25 

28 

20 

34 

48 

7. 

Rickets  ... 

2 

2 

5 

7 

7 

8. 

Other  conditions 

75 

61 

30 

32 

56 

9. 

Fractures  . 

313 

129 

— 

— 

— 

The  total  number  of  patient  days  was  32,754,  and  the  average 
bed  occupation  89. 


The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  work  carried  out  during  the 

/ 

last  five  years  : — 


1943 

1942 

1941 

1940 

1939 

Surgical  Operations  ... 

183 

157 

90 

113 

143 

Manipulations  under  anaesthesia 

139 

95 

29 

29 

97 

X-Ray  Examinations 

1715 

979 

506 

625 

731 

Aspirations 

57 

28 

53 

66 

73 

Pathological  Examinations  ... 

159 

35 

54 

7 

85 

71 


X-ray 

Department. 


The  work  of  this  department  is  still  increasing  as 
is  shown  by  the  monthly  totals  of  examinations  : — 


Jan . 

Feb. 

Mar. 

April 

May 

June 

149 

128 

147 

133 

172 

126 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

129 

144 

137 

140 

168 

142 

The  work  still  increases,  and  a  full-time  radiographer  has  been 
appointed.  The  present  apparatus,  which  is  of  a  small  transport¬ 
able  type,  is  quite  inadequate  for  this  heavy  work,  and  a  new 
machine  will  be  essential  in  the  near  future.  A  total  of  1,707 
X-Rays  was  taken  and  3,475  films  used.  The  following  table 
gives  an  analysis  of  the  work  carried  out  in  the  department : — 


1943 

1942 

1941 

1940 

1939 

Tuberculosis  Department 

284 

236 

205 

51 

185 

M.  &  C.W.  Department 

26 

19 

22 

33 

45 

School  Medical  Department 

65 

23 

11 

26 

23 

Other  Plymouth  Cases . 

464 

320 

112 

151 

190 

Devon  County  Council . 

29 

38 

27 

11 

113 

Cornwall  County  Council 

12 

11 

12 

18 

49 

Devonian  Association  for 

Cripples’  Aid 

— 

9 

— 

44 

56 

Others  ... 

88 

78 

51 

36 

74 

E.M.S . 

739 

245 

55 

33 

— 

Totals  ...  ...  ... 

1707 

979 

495 

1 

403 

735 

72 


Out-Patient  Mr.  Capener  holds  an  out-patient  clinic  twice  a 

Ocp^rtTiicnt  A  1 

month  on  the  second  and  fourth  Fridays  at  2  p.m. 
Mr.  Kennedy  holds  a  fracture  and  orthopaedic  clinic  each  Monday 
at  10-30  a.m.  for  the  supervision  of  cases  discharged  from  hospital, 
and  certain  categories  of  E.M.S.  patients.  The  expansion  of  this 
work  will  be  seen  by  the  following  table  : —  1943  1942 

Number  of  initial  examinations  by  the 

surgeons  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  336  278 

Number  of  subsequent  examinations  by 

the  surgeons  ...  ...  ...  ...  1420  856 

New  patients  (336)  who  attended  were  sent  by  the  following  : — 

Tuberculosis  Department .  17 

M.  &  C.W.  Department  ...  ...  ...  57 

School  Medical  Department  ...  ...  22 

Other  Plymouth  Cases  (e.g.  by  private 

doctors)  .  102 

Plymouth  Public  Assistance  .  2 

Devon  County  Council  ...  ...  ...  13 

Cornwall  County  Council  ...  ...  ...  10 

Cornwall  County  Council  (School  Medical 

Department)  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

F  M  S  112 


Massage  and  The  increase  m  the  work  of  the  hospital  is  reflected 
Remedial  .  . 

Exercises  m  this  department,  where  210  m-patients  and  220 

Department.  out-patients  received  treatment  as  against  141  and 

159  respectively  during  the  previous  year  : — 

In-Patients.  Out-Patients. 


Tuberculosis  Department  ...  33 

M.  &  C.W.  Department  ...  1 

School  Medical  Department  ...  9 

Other  Plymouth  Cases  ...  52 

Devon  County  Council  ...  3 

Cornwall  County  Council  (Corn¬ 
wall  County  School  Medical 

Officer)  .  4 

Devonian  Association  for 

Cripples’  Aid  ...  ...  1 

Others  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Staff  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

E.M.S.  .  95 


12 

41 

10 

105 


1 

4 

47 
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During  the  year  3  patients  have  received  gold  treatment 
(myocrisin)  for  chronic  non-tuherculous  arthritis. 


Pulmonary  The  following  table  summarises  the  work  during 

Tuberculosis  1  b  b 

Section  the  last  hve  years  : — 


1943 

1942 

1941 

1940 

1939 

Admissions 

136 

120 

91 

93 

151 

Discharges  ... 

47 

59 

37 

89 

127 

Deaths 

50 

41 

29 

45 

50 

The  total  number  of  in-patient  days  was  24,032,  the  average 
bed  occupation  being  66. 

In  8  cases  sufficient  improvement  took  place  to  warrant  transfer 
to  Didworthy  Sanatorium,  but  many  cases  were  admitted  in  an 
advanced  stage  of  the  disease. 

During  the  year  49  patients  received  treatment  with  gold 
preparation  and  Artificial  Pneumothorax  was  induced  in  6  cases, 
necessitating  105  refills. 
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Didworthy  Sanatorium 

Report  of  the  Medical  Superintendent. 


Total  beds  available — 140,  70  for  men  and  boys,  and  70  for 
women  and  girls. 


Admissions.  The  total  number  of  admissions  for  the  year  was 

137,  70  men,  66  women  and  1  girl,  of  whom  132 
were  sent  by  the  City  of  Plymouth,  and  5  women  were  sent  by  the 
County  of  Cornwall. 

Classification  of  Admissions  : — 


Men. 

Women. 

Girls. 

Pulmonary  minus  cases  ... 

41 

39 

1 

59.12% 

Pulmonary  plus  1  cases... 

10 

13 

— 

16.79% 

Pulmonary  plus  2  cases... 

17 

12 

— 

21.17% 

Pulmonary  plus  3  cases... 

1 

2 

— 

2.19% 

Non-Pulmonary  cases 

1 

— 

— 

.73% 

Observation  cases 

— 

— 

— 

— 

N.B. — Of  the  cases  admitted  “  Pulmonary  minus,”  27  were  found  to  be 
”  Pulmonary  plus  ”  on  investigation  at  the  Sanatorium,  this  represents 
33|%  of  the  “  Pulmonary  minus”  cases  admitted  and  19.7%  of  the  total 
number  of  patients  admitted  during  the  year. 


Discharges.  The  total  number  of  discharges  for  the  year  was 

131,  66  men,  61  women,  2  boys  and  2  girls,  of 
whom  126  were  sent  by  the  City  of  Plymouth,  and  5  women  were 
sent  by  the  County  of  Cornwall. 


Classification  of  Discharges  : —  Men 

Pulmonary  Quiescent  ....  ....  8 

minus  cases.  Very  much  improved  8 

Not  improved  ....  1 


Women  Girls 

19 

9 


Pulmonary 
plus  1  cases 


Quiescent 

Very  much  improved 
Not  improved 


4 

9 


2 

8 


1 


Pulmonary  Quiescent  ....  ....  8 

plus  2  cases  Very  much  improved  16 

Not  improved  ....  1 


2 

8 

1 


1 


Pulmonary  Quiescent  ....  ....  1 

plus  3  cases  Very  much  improved  1 

Not  improved  ....  4 


Non-Pul  monary 
cases 


Quiescent 

Very  much  improved 
Not  improved 


Observation 


1 

2 


3 

6 


1 


Deaths 


2 


Boys 


9 
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Summarising  this  we  get  the  following  : — 

35.11%  cases  discharged  “  Quiescent  ”  (Pulmonary). 

48.09%  cases  discharged  “  Very  much  improved  "  (Pul¬ 
monary). 

9.92%  cases  discharged  “Not  improved  "  (Pulmonary). 

.76%  cases  discharged  “  Quiescent  "  (Non-Pulmonary). 

1.53%  cases  discharged  “Very  much  improved"  (Non- 
Pulmonary.) 

3.05%  “Death." 

The  Total  Number  of  Patients  Treated  During  the 
Year  was  258. 


Bed  ,  The  total  number  of  patient  days  for  the  year 

Occuoation. 

was  46,747.  An  average  struck  over  the  whole 
year  shows  the  average  bed  occupation  to  have  been  128.07  days. 
The  average  length  of  stay  of  cases  discharged  during  the  year  was 
363.82  days. 


The  total  number  of  bed  patient  days  was  17,716  which  re¬ 
presents  37.87%  patients  in  bed  daily  of  the  total  number  of  cases 
treated. 


Pathological  The  total  number  of  sputum  examinations  during 

JL  vvlv  • 

the  year  was  526. 

The  total  number  of  urine  examinations  during  the  year  was  626. 

The  drinking  water  used  in  the  Sanatorium  from  all  sources  of 
supply  is  examined  periodically  and  has  always  been  found 
to  be  satisfactory  and  all  milk  consumed  is  controlled  by 
periodic  bacteriological  examinations. 
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Specialised  Treatments. 

(a)  Artificial  Pneumothorax  Therapy. 

Total  number  of  patients  treated  during  the  year  40 

Total  number  of  attempted  inductions  ...  ...  30 

Number  of  successful  inductions  ...  ...  ...  24 

Number  of  unsuccessful  inductions  ...  ...  ...  6 

(Due  to  adherent  Pleura.) 

This  has  necessitated  a  total  of  529  refills. 

(i b )  Aur  other apy . 

During  the  year  we  treated  78  patients  by  injections  of 
gold  salts  ( Aurotherapy) . 

I  am  pleased  to  say  that  none  of  these  cases  developed 
any  serious  complications  during  treatment  by  this  method. 
The  total  number  of  intra-muscular  injections  of  gold  salts 
during  the  year  was  782. 

(c)  Tuberculin. 

We  have  treated  a  number  of  Non-Pulmonary  forms  of 
Tuberculosis  with  the  above  preparation  and  the  results 
have  been  very  satisfactory. 

The  total  number  of  cases  treated  by  this  method  was  9. 

(d)  Aspirations  of  the  Chest,  7. 

(e)  Pfomanide. 

We  have  treated  3  cases  by  injections  of  this  preparation 
with  encouraging  results. 

(/)  Phrenic  Evulsions,  6. 

(g)  Thoracoplasty,  1. 

This  year  has  also  seen  the  passing  by  the  Committee  and 
the  Ministry  of  Health  of  the  plans  for  the  new  Nurses’  Home 
which  will  be  commenced  early  in  1944. 
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The  City  General  Hospital 


Report  of  the  Medical  Superintendent. 

The  following  table  summarises  certain  statistics  of  a  general 
nature  on  the  work  of  the  City  Hospital : — 


(1) 

Total  number  of  admissions,  including  infants 

born  in  the  Hospital 

•  •  « 

2949 

(2) 

Number  of  discharges 

•  •  • 

2467 

(3) 

Number  of  deaths 

•  •  • 

455 

(4) 

Patients  treated  to  a  conclusion 

•  •  • 

2922 

(5) 

Duration  of  stay  of  patients  treated  to  a 
elusion  : 

con- 

(a)  Under  four  weeks 

•  •  • 

2326 

(b)  Over  four  weeks  and  under  thirteen 

weeks 

•  •  • 

462 

(c)  Thirteen  weeks  or  more 

•  *  • 

134 

(6) 

In-patient  days  . 

•  •  • 

78,089 

(7) 

Average  duration  of  stay  ... 

26.47  days 

(8) 

Number  of  available  beds  . 

•  •  • 

350 

(9) 

Number  of  beds  occupied  : 

(a)  Average  ... 

•  •  • 

241.34 

(■ b )  Highest — on  8/12/43 

•  •  • 

282 

(c)  Lowest — on  13/6/43 

•  •  ♦ 

144 

(10) 

Number  of  women  confined  in  Hospital 

•  •  • 

266 

(U) 

Number  of  live  births 

•  •  • 

237 

(12) 

Number  of  stillbirths 

•  •  • 

33 

(13) 

Deaths  of  newly  bom  (under  4  weeks)  . . . 

•  •  • 

15 

(14) 

Number  of  maternal  deaths  . 

•  •  • 

13 

(15) 

Number  of  surgical  operations 

•  •  • 

1265 

(16) 

Number  of  X-ray  investigations . 

•  •  • 

2579 

(17) 

Number  of  pathological  investigations  ... 

•  •  • 

2975 

(18) 

Number  of  patients  treated  in  Dental  Dept. 

•  •  • 

45 
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Nurses’  The  Nurses’  Training  School  had  a  very  good 

Training  School.  record  during  the  year  and  the  following  results 

were  obtained  : — - 

(A)  State  Registration  Examination. 

Entered.  Passed  .Re-entries. 

Preliminary  ...  ...  ...  ...  12  12  . — 

Final  ...  ...  ...  ...  19  18  1 

(B)  Certificate  of  the  Central  Midwives  Board.  Part  I. 

Entered.  Passed.  Re-entries. 

22  17  — 


Statistical  Tables. 


Patients  remaining  in  hospital- 

-1st  Jan., 

1943  ... 

214 

Patients  admitted  ...  .jt._ 

•  •  • 

•  •  •  •  ♦ 

2712 

Births 

•  •  • 

•  •  •  •  • 

237 

3163 

Patients  discharged 

•  •  • 

»  »  •  •  • 

2467 

Patients  died 

•  •  • 

455 

Patients  treated  to  a  conclusion 

9 

2922 

Patients  remaining  in  hospital- 

-31st  Dec. 

,1943... 

241 

Admissions — Age  and 

Sex  Distributions. 

Male. 

Female. 

Total 

Births 

128 

109 

237 

Under  1  year 

96 

82 

178 

1-3  years  ... 

65 

40 

105 

3-5  years  ... 

29 

24 

53 

5-11  years 

170 

122 

292 

11-16  years 

55 

47 

102 

Adults 

739 

1243 

1982 

1282 

1667 

2949 

Of  the  2,380  patients  admitted  for  treatment  during  the  year 
(excluding  maternity  cases  and  births),  730  were  under  the  age  of 
16  years  (30.67%)  and  628  were  under  the  age  of  11  years  (26.38%). 
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Analysis  of  Deaths  in  Age  Groups. 
Total  number  of  deaths  455. 


Ages. 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

Under  1  year 

...  18 

20 

38 

1  to  5 

4 

1 

5 

5  to  10  „ 

2 

— 

2 

10  to  15  ,, 

3 

1 

4 

15  to  25  „ 

2 

9 

11 

25  to  35  ,, 

7 

11 

18 

35  to  45  „ 

15 

00 

r-H 

33 

45  to  55  „ 

25 

22 

47 

55  to  65  , , 

48 

32 

80 

65  to  75  ,, 

59 

42 

101 

Over  75  ,, 

70 

46 

116 

253 

202 

455 

Deaths  within  24  hours  of  admission — 75  =  16.48%. 
Causes  : — 

Neonatal  .  4 

Terminal — 

Acute  disease . 38 

Chronic  Disease  .  33 
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ANALYSIS  OF  WORK  OF  DEPARTMENTS. 


General . 


The  inset  table  gives  details  of  the  work  of  all  the 
departments  of  the  hospital  in  the  form  of  a 
classification  of  ail  patients  treated  to  a  conclusion. 


Surgery  and  Operations  in  Main  Theatre  : 
Anaesthetics, 


Abdominal:  Major 

•  •  . 

245 

Gynaecological  : 

Major  ...  ...  ... 

.  .  . 

53 

Minor  ... 

•  ,  » 

152 

Caesarean  Sections  ... 

60 

Genito-Urinary  : 

Major  ... 

•  •  • 

19 

Minor  ..: 

•  •  • 

128 

Ear,  Nose  and  Throat 

,  t  , 

272 

Minor  Operations  ... 

•  .  » 

250 

Others  : 

Including  Thoracic  and  Amputations 

86 

Total 

♦  ♦  • 

1265 

Maternity.  Number  of  available  beds  ... 

Number  of  patients  admitted 
Number  of  cases  delivered  by  : 

(a)  Midwives  ... 

(b)  Doctors 

Number  of  cases  discharged  undelivered... 


20 

332 

175 

91 

17 


(A)  Ante-Natal  Department. 

Number  of  sessions  ...  ...  ...  51 

Number  of  attendances  ...  ...  ...  1 825 

Average  number  of  attendances  per  session  35.78 

Number  of  expectant  mothers  seen  ...  516 

Average  number  of  attendances  made  by 

each  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 . 53 

Referred  for  X-ray  examination  ...  80 

Referred  to  Consultant  Obstetrical  Clinic  16 
Referred  to  V.D.  Clinic  .  3 
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Consultant  Obstetrical  Clinic : 

New  Cases  ...  ...  ...  95 

Total  attendances  ...  ...  150 

Post  Natal  Clinic: 

New  Cases  .  247 

Total  attendances  ...  ...  254 

(B)  In-Patient  Department. 

(i)  Mothers : 


266  Mothers  gave  birth  to  269  children. 


There  were  3  cases  of  twin  Birth. 

How  Admitted: 

Through  Ante-Natal  Clinic .  62 

Emergency  .  182 

Parous  State : 

Primipara  .  173 

Multipara  .  136 

Presentations : 

Vertex .  242 

Breech — Uncomplicated  ...  ...  8 

,,  Complicated  ...  ...  7 

Shoulder  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Face  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

B.B.A.  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

(2)  Obstetrical  Operations : 

Instrumental  deliveries  .  24 

Surgical  induction  of  labour  ...  27 

Caesarean  Section  ...  ...  ...  60 

i 

Internal  Version  .  2 

Scalp  Traction  ...  ...  ...  2 

Craniotomy  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 
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(3)  Maternal  Deaths 


Whether 
Admitted 
from  A.N. 
Clinic. 

Mode  of 
Delivery. 

t 

Cause  of  Death. 

Number 

. of 

Cases. 

No. 

Normal. 

Haematemesis  due  to  anaemia,  due 
to  pregnancy 

1 

Yes. 

Caesarean 

Section. 

Acute  peritonitis.  Caesarean  sec¬ 
tion.  Delayed  1st  stage  of 
labour 

1 

No. 

Undelivered. 

Accidental  haemorrhage.  Toxaemia 
of  pregnancy 

1 

No. 

Abortion. 

Acute  peritonitis.  Septic  abortion 

1 

No. 

Abortion. 

Cerebral  haemorrhage.  Septicaemia.. 
Abortion  .... 

1 

No. 

Surgical 

Induction. 

Severe  post-partum  haemorrhage. 
Ante-partum  (accidental) 
haemorrhage.  Stillbirth 

1 

No. 

Instrument. 

Acute  peritonitis.  Delayed  labour. 
Disproportion.  Stillbirth 

1 

No. 

Instrument. 

Generalised  sepsis.  Toxaemia  of 
pregnancy.  (Acute  nephritis, 
pyelitis).  Stillbirth 

1 

No. 

Normal. 

Strangulated  right  femoral  hernia, 
following  pregnancy  and  par¬ 
turition  ten  days  before  acute 
symptoms 

1 

No. 

Normal. 

Puerperal  sepsis  (ten  days  post¬ 
partum) 

1 

No. 

Abortion. 

Peritonitis.  (Pelvic  abscess.) 
Self-induced  abortion  .... 

1 

No. 

Instrument. 

Uraemia.  Complete  renal  failure. 
Toxaemia  of  pregnancy.  Pre¬ 
eclampsia.  Stillbirth 

1 

No. 

Undelivered. 

Eclampsia.  Toxaemia  of  preg¬ 
nancy  ....  ....  .... 

Total  .... 

1 

13 

(4)  Infants. 

Births  .  289 

(a)  Premature  ...  ...  ...  ...  32 

(b)  Mature  ...  ...  ...  ...  237 

Survival  : — 

(a)  Born  and  survived  ...  ...  222 

(b)  Born  and  died  (within  4  weeks)  15 

(c)  ,,  ,,  ,,  (within  10  days)  ...  7 

Stillbirths  .  33 

Thus  of  269  infants  born,  15  died  and  33  were  stillborn,  18.9%. 
Of  237  infants  born  alive,  15  died,  6.32%. 
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(5)  Causes  of  Neonatal  Deaths  ( within  10  days). 

Prematurity  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Obstetrical  Traumatism  ...  ...  2 

Pemphigus  .  1 

(6)  Pyrexial  Cases. 

Twelve  cases  delivered  in  the  hospital  were  pyrexial  (Ministry 
of  Health  standard).  There  were  no  deaths  in  this  group. 


Radiological  y0tal  Radiographic  Examinations  ... 
Department.  , 

Chest  Radiographs 

Lipiodol  Examinations 

Opaque  Meal  Examinations 

Opaque  enemata 

Cholecystograms  ...  "... 

Pyelography  : — 

Rectograde 

Intravenous 

Dental  Patients  treated 

Department. 

healings 

Extractions 

Others 


2579 

745 

3 
175 

22 

41 

1 

31 

45 

2 

180 

4 


ANNUAL  PATIENT  STATISTICS. 


Year  ending 
31/12/41 

Year  ending 
31/12/42 

Year  ending 
31/12/43 

Admissions 

'  2206 

2774 

2712 

Births  ... 

208 

186 

237 

Totals  ... 

2414 

2960 

2949 

Discharges 

2281 

2443 

2467 

Deaths 

368 

435 

455 

Totals  ... 

2649 

2878 

2922 

Patient  days  ... 

62,297 

83,754 

78,089 

Daily  average  Beds 
occupied 

163 

223 

241.3 

Highest  Number 

400 

287 

282 

Lowest  Number 

57 

163 

144 

Average  stay . 

25.8  days 

31.09  days 

26.47  days 
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Comments.  Fortunately  the  Hospital  has  not  suffered  very 

much  through  enemy  air  attacks  during  the  past 
year.  The  Venereal  Disease  Centre  was  badly  damaged  by  tire 
bombs,  the  in-patient  ward  was  completely  burnt  out,  and  the  Out¬ 
patients  Department  rendered  unusable. 

The  Department  .continued  to  function,  however,  in  an  adjacent 
Ward,  and,  following  repair,  the  Out-patient  Department  was 
again  in  use.  The  in-patients  are  still  retained,  however,  in  their 
new  surroundings. 


E-M*s-  The  Hospital  records  show  a  steady  increase  in  the 

Patients.  ^  J 

demands  for  the  treatment  of  E.M.S.  patients. 

During  the  year  ending  31.12.43,  no  less  than  536  E.M.S.  cases  had 

been  admitted,  and  in  addition  to  this,  a  large  number  of  Service 

patients  were  seen  each  day  in  Consultation  in  the  Receiving  Ward. 


Aged  and  xhe  problem  of  the  shortage  of  accommodation 

for  those  who  are  aged  and  also  infirm  continues 
to  exist.  We  are  indebted  to  the  Chief  Billeting  Officer  for  arranging 
the  evacuation  on  two  occasions  of  a  number  of  aged  persons  who 
were  no  longer  in  need  of  medical  supervision,  but  owing  to  their 
home  conditions,  were  unable  to  be  discharged.  These  evacuations 
by  no  means  solved  the  difficulty  of  shortage  of  accommodation, 
but  it  did  go  a  long  way  to  reduce  the  Waiting  List  of  Chronic  Sick 
Patients. 

On  one  occasion  during  the  year,  owing  to  unexploded  bombs 
in  the  vicinity,  it  was  necessary  to  evacuate  the  chronic  patients 
to  their  homes,  or  to  accommodation  in  the  acute  wards.  As  soon 
as  circumstances  permitted,  it  was  decided  to  take  this  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  re-painting  the  wards  and  re-arranging  the  number  of 
beds  before  putting  them  into  use  again.  On  completion  of  these 
alterations,  the  chronic  patients  returned  to  cleaner,  healthier  and 
less  crowded  wards. 


Maternity  It  was  possible,  during  the  year,  to  increase  the 

abnormal  maternity  ward  accommodation  from 
5  lying-in  beds  to  12,  with  an  additional  8  beds  set  aside  for  the 
treatment  of  ante-natal  patients  suffering  from  toxaemia  of  preg¬ 
nancy. 
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CLASSIFICATION  OF  IN-PATIENTS  WHO  WERE 
DISCHARGED  FROM  OR  WHO  DIED  IN  THE  INSTITUTION 
DURING  THE  YEAR  ENDED  31st  DECEMBER,  1943. 

(E.M.S.  Cases  not  Included.) 


Children 

Men  and  Women 

Disease  Groups . 

• 

Dis¬ 

charged. 

Died. 

Dis¬ 

charged. 

Died. 

Acute  infectious  disease 

21 

— 

Influenza 

4 

■ . 

4 

— 

Tuberculosis — 

Pulmonary 

t 

2 

38 

13 

N  on-pulmonary 

5 

5 

6 

3 

Malignant  disease 

— 

— 

58 

85 

Rheumatism — 

(1)  Acute  rheumatism  (rheu¬ 
matic  fever)  together  with 
sub  -  acute  rheumatism 
and  chorea 

6 

8 

/ 

(2)  Non-articular  manifesta¬ 
tions  of  so-called  "  rheu¬ 
matism  ”  (muscular  fibro- 
sitis,  lumbago  and 

sciatica) 

13 

(3)  Chronic  arthritis 

■ « — 

— 

■  11 

— 

Venereal  disease  ... 

— - 

— 

3 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia — * 

{a)  Women  confined  in  the 
hospital 

> 

12 

(&)  Other  cases  ... 

— 

— 

10 

— 

Other  diseases  and  accidents 
connected  with  pregnancy 
and  childbirth  ... 

4 

175 

7 

Mental  diseases — 

(a)  Senile  Dementia 

_ 

2 

(b)  Other 

1 

— 

12 

1 

Senile  decay 

— - 

— 

22 

1 

Accidental  injury  and  vio¬ 
lence 

15 

1 

47 

4 

In  respect  of  cases  not  in¬ 
cluded  above: — 

Disease  of  the  Nervous  Sys¬ 
tem  and  Sense  Organs  . . . 

43 

4 

58 

34 

Disease  of  the  Circulatory 
System 

5 

4 

112 

119 

Disease  of  the  Respiratory 
System 

68 

9 

104 

55 

Disease  of  the  Genito-urinary 
System  ...  ... 

20 

— 

185 

36 

Disease  of  the  Digestive  Sys- 
tem  •••  •••  ••• 

73 

8 

245 

41 

Disease  of  the  Skin 

73 

— 

86 

1 

Tonsils  and  Adenoids 

241 

— 

6 

—  ' 

Discharges  from  Maternity 
Ward— 

(not  included  above) 
Mothers 

326 

6 

Infants 

222 

15 

— 

— 

Any  persons  not  falling  under 
any  of  the  above  headings 

i  i. 

Nursery  Children 

82 

— • 

— 

— 

Other  diseases  not  classified 

16 

1 

25 

— 

Totals  ... 

899 

49 

1568 

406  . 
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The  Emergency  Maternity  Home  at  Flete  continues  to  give 
excellent  service.  465  patients  were  admitted  to  the  lying-in  wards 
at  Flete,  408  being  admitted  direct  from  the  ante-natal  unit  at 
Flete. 


Receiving  Owing  to  its  increased  use,  it  was  decided  to  transfer 

Ward. 

the  Receiving  Ward  to  the  more  convenient  and 
modern  premises  which  were  being  used  for  Post-Natal  and  Ante- 
Natal  Clinics  ;  the  Post-Natal  and  Ante-Natal  Clinics  being  carried 
on  in  the  former  Receiving  Ward. 

9 

following  repairs  to  the  Maternity  Block,  which 
Ward.  had  been  extensively  damaged  by  enemy  action 

in  1941,  it  was  considered  desirable  to  utilize  the  ground  floor  as 
a  Gynaecological  and  Sick  Children’s  Ward.  The  top  floor  being 
retained  as  a  Maternity  Department. 

Massage  The  WOrk  in  the  Massage  Department  has  greatly 

Department.  .  ,  ,  .  ,,  ,  ,  , 

increased  during  the  past  year.  Apart  from 

ordinary  civilian  sick,  a  number  of  Service  out-patients  are  treated, 

and  it  was  decided  to  transfer  this  Department  to  the  premises 

formerly  used  as  the  Hospital  Library.  Additional  equipment  has 

been  purchased  and  a  modern  ultra-violet  light  apparatus  installed. 


X-Ray  By  an  arrangement  made  with  the  County  Medical 

Department.  Officers  of  Health,  a  number  of  patients  attend 

from  the  Devon  and  Cornwall  area  for  chest  X-ray,  the  films  being 
forwarded  to  the  Devon  and  Cornwall  County  Tuberculosis  Officers. 
At  the  close  of  the  year  more  than  250  County  patients  had  attended 
for  X-ray. 


Pathological  A  small  Pathological  Laboratory  for  urgent  work 

was  installed  late  in  the  year  and  is  now  being  used. 

Dental  Clinic.  jn  accordance  with  instructions  of  the  Regional 

Hospital  Officer,  every  Service  patient  must  receive 
a  Dental  examination  as  soon  as  possible  after  admission,  and  the 
necessary  treatment  carried  out  before  the  patient  is  discharged. 
For  this  purpose  a  new  Dental  Clinic  was  installed  and  equipped 
by  the  Ministry,  adjacent  to  the  Hospital  Dispensary.  The  Dental 
Surgeon  is  in  attendance  twice  weekly,  and  also  attends  in  emer¬ 
gency.  ' 
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Preliminary  A  Preliminary  Training  School  for  Nurses  was 

School.  opened  early  m  the  year  to  serve  jointly  the  City 

General,  Swilly  Isolation  and  Mount  Gold  Hospitals.  Following  a 
two  months’  course  at  the  City  General  Hospital,  the  trainees  are 
distributed  between  the  three  hospitals.  The  arrangements  have 
proved  extremely  satisfactory,  and  numerous  applications  are 
being  received  from  prospective  candidates  for  entrance  to  the 
School. 


Personal.  On  the  occasion  of  Mr.  Larks  proceeding  on  Service 

in  April,  1943,  I  succeeded  him  as  Medical  Super¬ 
intendent  for  the  duration  of  the  War.  I  should  like  to  take  this 
opportunity  of  recording  my  thanks  and  appreciation  to  all  members 

of  the  Hospital  Staff  for  their  loyal  co-operation  during  the  last 

% 

nine  months. 

After  nearly  a  quarter  of  a  century’s  association  with  the  City 
Hospital,  the  Matron,  Miss  Waterhouse,  retired  on  the  30th  Novem¬ 
ber,  1943,  and  in  appreciation  of  her  long  and  loyal  service,  was 
presented  with  a  cheque  and  handbag  from  past  and  present 
members  of  the  medical,  nursing  and  clerical  staffs. 

Miss  R.  Dennis,  Matron  of  Sarisbury  Green  Hospital,  near 
Southampton,  was  appointed  as  successor  to  Miss  Waterhouse,  and 
commenced  duty  early  in  the  New  Year. 


f 
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Port  Health  Department. 


Report  of  Senior  Assistant  Port  Medical  Officer. 

General  The  general  arrangements  in  force  during  1942 

Arrangements.  .  ° 

were  continued  during  1943,  and  the  number  of 

staff  remained  reduced. 

Although  shortage  of  medical  staff  made  it  impossible  to 
maintain  a  rota  of  boarding  medical  officers,  the  services  of  a 
medical  officer  were  always  available  for  boarding  vessels,  attendance 
on  suspected  cases  of  infectious  disease,  and  injured  seamen,  and 
inspection  of  aliens. 

Routine  sanitary  inspection  of  all  vessels  arriving  at  the  Port 
was  carried  out  as  in  previous  years,  and  food  inspection  continued 
to  be  dealt  with  similarly. 

No  information  about  the  amount  of  shipping  entering  the 
Port  during  the  year,  the  character  of  the  trade  of  the  Port,  the 
number  of  passengers  landing,  or  aliens  inspected,  may  be  dis¬ 
closed,  but  the  following  information  is  available. 

TABLE  A. 


Inspection  of  Vessels. 


Number 

Inspec 

' 

of  Vessels 
ted  by 

Number 
reported  to 
be  defective 

Number  of 
Vessels  on 
which  defects 
where 
remedied 

Number  of  Vessels 
reported  as  having 
infectious 
disease  during 
voyage 

S.I. 

M.O. 

Routine 

5 

18 

16 

Nil 

Infectious  No  cases  or  suspected  cases  of  any  of  the  five 

Diseases.  1  J 

epidemic  diseases  or  of  any  of  the  notifiable 

infectious  diseases  arrived  at  the  Port  during  the  year.  No  plague 

infected  rats  were  found,  and  no  unusual  mortality  among  rats 

was  reported  on  any  vessel. 

The  arrangements  for  the  treatment  of  cases  of  Scabies  and 
Venereal  Diseases  remained  unchanged. 
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TABLE  C. 
Infectious  Disease. 


Cases  of  Infectious  Sickness 

« 

on  Vessels 

Disease 

Number  of  Cases 

V  D 

f  •  JLS  •  •••  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

136 

Scabies  ...  ...  ...  ... 

•  •  • 

9 

German  Measles 

•  •  • 

1 

Rodent  Control,  a  complete  survey  of  the  Port  Health  Authority’s 

district  was  made  in  this  connection  during  1943. 
Regular  visits  were  made  to  all  warehouses,  whilst  constant  atten¬ 
tion  was  paid  to  buildings  which  were  known  to  be  infested.  Damage 
due  to  enemy  action  in  this  area  is  considerable,  and  this  makes 
rodent,  control  difficult,  but  it  is  estimated  that  the  rat  population 
in  the  docks  decreased  somewhat  during  1943. 

Baits  laid  during  the  year 

Baits  disappeared — 

Presumably  taken  by  rats 

Rats  known  to  have  been  destroyed  . . . 

TABLE  H. 


Deratisation  Certificates  and  Deratisation  Exemption  Certificates 

issued  during  the  Year  1943. 


Number  of  deratisation 
certificates  issued 

Number  of 
deratisation 
exemption 
certificates  issued. 

Total 
number  of 
certificates 
issued 

None 

6 

6 

8595 

3658 

1295 
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TABLE  J. 


Classification  of  Nuisances. 


Nationality 
of  Vessels 

Number 
inspected 
during 
the  year 

Defects  of 
original 
construc¬ 
tion 

Structural 
defects 
through 
wear  and 

tear 

Dirt , 
vermin 
and  other 
conditions 
prejudicial 
to  health 

British  ... 

Routine 

— 

3 

10  - 

Other  Nations  ... 

Routine 

— 

2 

12 
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School  Medical  Service 


Report  of  the  Senior  Medical  Officer. 

The  School  Medical  Service  was  continued  during  1943  on  the 
same  restricted  lines  as  in  1942. 


sta“-  The  medical  and  dental  staffs  remained  reduced 

and  were  equivalent  to  slightly  more  than  two 
whole-time  medical  officers  and  the  same  number  of  dental  surgeons 
on  the  average  throughout  the  year. 


A  staff  of  ten  whole-time  trained  nurses  was  maintained, 
assisted  at  the  Clinics  by  Nursing  Auxiliaries  from  the  Civil  Defence 
Casualty  Services. 


Medical  and 
Dental  Inspection 
and  Treatment. 


The  total  number  of  children  on  the  rolls  of  all 
schools  increased  during  the  year  from  approxi¬ 


mately  17,000  in  January  to  18,500  in  December. 


All  Entrants  and  all  Leavers,  in  both  Elementary  and  Higher 
Schools,  the  Leavers  being  in  their  last  year  of  school  life,  received 
a  full  routine  medical  inspection.  The  total  number  of  these 
inspections  was  4,147,  compared  with  3,063  in  1942. 

In  addition  to  the  routine  inspections  carried  out  by  the 
medical  officers,'  every  child  in  attendance  at  school  was  surveyed 
by  a  nurse  at  least  once  during  the  year,  the  number  of  surveys 
amounting  to  26,486.  These  surveys  were  similar  to  those  done 
previously  by  the  medical  officers,  the  children  being  stripped  as 
for  a  medical  inspection.  The  parents  of  children  found,  or  sus¬ 
pected,  to  have  defects  were  advised  by  the  nurses  to  take  their 
children  to  a  school  clinic  for  examination  by  a  medical  officer,  and 
those  who  failed  to  do  so  were  followed  up  at  their  homes. 


The  nurses  also  tested  the  vision  of  all  the  older  children  at 
school,  10,577  children  being  tested  in  the  schools  during  the  year. 
The  parents  of  those  with  defective  vision  were  advised  as  in  the 
case  of  other  defects  and  followed  up  as  necessary. 


4,196  visits  were  paid  by  the  nurses  to  children’s  homes  in 
following  up  the  defects  found  at  medical  inspections  and  nurses’ 
surveys. 
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Over  114,000  cleanliness  inspections  were  made  by  the  nurses 
at  the  schools,  and  each  school  was  visited  an  average  of  22.7  times 
during  the  year.  At  these  inspections  2,021  individual  children 
were  found  to  be  unclean.  424  children  were  cleansed  by  the 
Authority,  and  in  addition  116  visits  were  paid  by  the  nurses  to 
children's  homes  in  connection  with  uncleanliness. 

Owing  to  shortage  of  medical  staff  the  number  of  medical 
officer's  sessions  at  the  clinics  was  reduced  as  in  1942,  with  the 
result  that  at  some  clinics  more  children  attended  at  each  session 
than  could  conveniently  be  dealt  with.  A  nurse  attended  at  each 
of  the  six  clinics  every  day,  however,  for  the  treatment  of  minor 
ailments. 

204  children  were  specially  examined  by  the  medical  officers 
at  the  clinics,  and  of  these  148  were  certified  for  admission  to 
Special  Schools. 

The  Scabies  Treatment  Clinic  was  continued  daily  on  the  same 
lines  as  in  1942,  and  4,748  treatments  were  given  to  school  children. 

There  were  no  changes  in  the  general  arrangements  for  the  Eye, 
Ear  Nose  and  Throat,  and  Orthopaedic  Clinics,  but  the  classes  for 
stammerers  and  children  with  other  defects  of  speech  were  re¬ 
organised  to  enable  the  two  different  types  of  speech  defect  to  be 
dealt  with  separately^ 

The  Dental  Service  was  continued  on  the  same  lines  as  in  1942, 
and  as  many  children  as  possible  were  inspected  and  given  non¬ 
conservative  treatment.  9,029  children  were  inspected  and  4,092 
treated  during  the  year. 


Health  and  There  is  still  no  evidence  that  the  war  so  far  has 

Welfare  of  the 

Children*  caused  any  deterioration  in  the  health  of  the 

children — their  physical  condition  even  appears  to  have  improved. 
The  figures  for  nutrition  for  instance  again  show  a  decrease  in  the 
cases  of  malnutrition  discovered  at  routine  medical  inspections. 
In  1941,  29.2%  of  the  children  were  found  to  have  slightly  sub¬ 
normal  nutrition  and  0.15%  bad  nutrition.  In  1942  these  figures 
were  22.4%  and  0.39%  respectively,  and  in  1943  18.58%  and 


0.11%. 

Similarly,  the  incidence  of  impetigo  dropped  from  22  per  1 ,000 
in  1942  to  15  per.  1,000  in  1943,  and  that  of  other  skin  diseases, 
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excluding  scabies,  from  25.1  per  1,000  to  21.7  in  1943.  The  incidence 
of  scabies  also  showed  a  substantial  decrease  from  108  per  1,000  in 


1942  to  60.5  in  1943. 


Milk  and  This  improvement  in  the  physical  condition  of  the 

Meals.  r  .  r  J 

children  is  undoubtedly  due  in  part  to  the  pro¬ 
vision  of  milk  and  solid  meals  at  school  and  the  larger  number  of 
children  taking  advantage  of  them.  At  the  end  of  1942  approxi¬ 
mately  2,700  children  were  receiving  their  mid-day  dinner  at  school 
every  da}/.  At  the  end  of  1943  the  number  had  risen  to  about  3,500, 
and,  in  addition,  82.5%  of  all  children  at  school  were  receiving  milk 
in  school,  the  larger  proportion  of  them  taking  2/3rds  of  a  pint  or 
more  a  day. 


The  dinners  were  inspected  regularly  throughout  the  year  and 
their  food  value  calculated  from  the  quantities  of  foodstuffs  used. 
Whilst  there  was  some  improvement  during  the  year,  the  dinners 
could  be  improved  still  further  by  more  variety  of  the  menus,  an 
increase  in  the  protein  and  fat  content  of  the  meals,  and  better 
arrangements  for  their  distribution  from  the  cooking  depots  to  the 
schools. 

Pasteurised  milk  was  supplied  to  all  schools  during  the  year 
and  its  production  kept  under  constant  supervision  by  the  Public 
Health  Department. 


Infectious  Diphtheria  and  Scarlet  Fever  again  remained  low 

Diseases  ^  ^ 

in  incidence  throughout  the  year  and  there  was  no 

serious  outbreak  of  any  other  infectious  disease.  Diphtheria 

immunisation  was  continued  on  the  same  lines  as  in  previous  years, 

and  by  the  end  of  the  year  78.4%  of  the  children  on  the  rolls  of  the 

Elementary  Schools  had  been  immunised  compared  with  73.3% 

at  the  end  of  1942.  All  child  contacts  of  diphtheria  cases  were 

visited  at  their  homes  by  the  school  nurses  and  swabbed.  190 

visits  were  made  and  432  swabs  taken. 


Sch^1  The  children  attending  the  Special  Schools  in  the 

City  for  Mentally  Defective  children,  and  also 
those  at  the  Open  Air  School,  were  kept  under  constant  supervision 
by  the  nurses  and  seen  regularly  by  the  medical  officers.  The 
evacuated  Special  Schools  for  Deaf  and  Mentally  Defective  children 
at  South  Brent  and  Budleigh  Salterton  respectively  were  inspected 


94 


quarterly  by  a  medical  officer  and  the  children  medically  examined 
at  each  visit.  Medical  treatment  was  given  by  local  medical 
practitioners  as  required. 

The  Remand  Home  was  also  kept  under  supervision,  a  nurse 
visiting  weekly  and  a  medical  officer  at  less  frequent  intervals. 

The  Mobile  Bath  Unit  continued  to  operate  at  certain  schools 
throughout  the  year  and  again  was  much  appreciated. 

BOARD  OF  EDUCATION 

MEDICAL  INSPECTION  AND  TREATMENT  RETURNS 


TABLE  I. 


MEDICAL  INSPECTIONS  OF  CHILDREN  ATTENDING 
PUBLIC  ELEMENTARY  SCHOOLS. 

A. — ROUTINE  MEDICAL  INSPECTIONS. 


(1)  No.  of  Inspections  : — 

Entrants 

Second  Age  Group 
Third  Age  Group 

Total 


2681 

33 

902 


3616 


(2)  No.  of  other  Routine  Inspections 

Grand  Total 


Nil. 

3616 


B.  OTHER  INSPECTIONS. 

No.  of  Special  Inspections  and  Re-Inspections  ...  ...  17,450 

•  "  •  ( 
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TABLE  II. 

CLASSIFICATION  OF  THE  NUTRITION  OF  CHILDREN 
INSPECTED  DURING  THE  YEAR  IN  THE  ROUTINE  AGE 

GROUPS. 


Number  of 
Children 
Inspected. 

A. 

(. Excellent ) . 

B. 

(Normal). 

C. 

(Slightly 

Sub-Normal). 

D. 

(Bad) 

No. 

0/ 

/o 

No. 

% 

No. 

0/ 

/o 

No. 

0/ 

/o 

3616 

414 

11.45 

2526 

69.86° 

672 

18.58 

4 

0.11 

TABLE  III. 

Group  I.  Treatment  of  Minor  Ailments  (excluding  uncleanliness). 
Total  Number  of  Defects  treated  or  under  treatment 

during  the  year  under  the  Authority’s  Scheme  ...  8973 

Group  II.  Treatment  of  Defective  Vision  and  Squint. 

Errors  of  Refraction  (including  Squint)  .  2186 

Other  defect  or  disease  of  the  Eyes  (excluding  those 

recorded  in  Group  I.)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  532 


Total  ...  ...  2718 


Under  the 

Authority's 

Number  of  Children  for  whom  Spectacles  were  : — 

Scheme. 

(a)  Prescribed  ... 

878 

(b)  Obtained 

675 

Group  III.  Treatment  of  Defects  of  Nose  and  Throat. 

Under  the 
Authority  s 
Scheme. 

Received  Operative  Treatment  ...  ...  ...  ...  208 

Received  other  forms  of  Treatment  ...  ...  ...  97 


Total  number  treated 


305 


TABLE  IV. 


DENTAL  INSPECTION  AND  TREATMENT. 


(1)  Number  of  Children  inspected  by  the  Dentist 

(a)  Routine  Age  Groups 

(b)  Specials  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

(c)  Total  (Routine  and  Specials)  ... 


8105 

924 

9029 


(2)  Number  found  to  require  treatment 

(3)  Number  actually  treated 

(4)  Attendances  made  by  children  for  treatment 


7184 

4092 

8237 


(5)  Half-days  devoted  to- 
Inspection 
Treatment 


52 

1018 


(6)  Fillings— 

Permanent  Teeth 
Temporary  Teeth 


Total 


Total 


1070 


3835 

79 

3914 


(7)  Extractions — 

Permanent  Teeth 
Temporary  Teeth 


Total 


1695 

8268 

9963 


(8)  Administrations  of  general  anaesthetics  for  extractions  2885 


(9)  Other  Operations — 
Permanent  Teeth 
Temporary  Teeth 


648 

91 


Total 


739 


97 


TABLE  V. 


VERMINOUS  CONDITIONS. 

(i)  Average  number  of  visits  per  school  made  during  the 

year  by  the  School  Nurses  or  other  authorised  persons  22.7 

(ii)  Total  number  of  examinations  of  children  in  the 

Schools  by  School  Nurses  or  other  authorised  persons  1 14,427 

(iii)  Number  of  individual  children  found  unclean  ...  2021 

(iv)  Number  of  individual  children  cleansed  under  Section 

87  (2)  and  (3)  of  the  Education  Act,  1921  ...  424 

(v)  Number  of  cases  in  which  legal  proceedings  were 

taken  : — 

(a)  Under  the  Education  Act,  1921  ...  ...  Nil 

(b)  Under  School  Attendance  Bye-Laws  ...  ...  Nil 


TABLE  VI. 

BLIND  AND  DEAF  CHILDREN. 

% 

Number  of  totally  or  almost  totally  Blind  and  Deaf  children 
who  are  not  at  the  present  time  receiving  education  suitable  for  their 
special  needs.  The  return  should  relate  to  all  such  children 
including  evacuees  resident  in  the  Authority’s  area. 


l. 

2. 

3. 

At  a  Public 

At  an  Institu- 

At  no  School 

Elementary 

tion  other  than 

or 

• 

School 

a  Special  School 

Institution 

Blind  Children 

— 

— 

— 

\Deaf  Children 

\ 

— 

1 
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MEDICAL  INSPECTIONS  OF  CHILDREN  ATTENDING 

HIGHER  SCHOOLS. 

TABLE  I. 

A.  Number  of  Routine  Medical  Inspections  ...  ...  531 

B.  Number  of  Special  Inspections  ...  ...  ...  5 

Grand  Total  *..  ...  ...  536 


TABLE  II. 

CLASSIFICATION  OF  THE  NUTRITION  OF  CHILDREN 
INSPECTED  DURING  THE  YEAR, 


Number  of 
Children 
Inspected 

A. 

( Excellent ) 

i 

B. 

{Normal) 

C. 

(. Slightly 
Sub-Normal) 

i 

z 

(B 

X 

ad) 

No. 

0/ 

/  o 

No. 

0/ 

/o 

No. 

0/ 

/o 

No. 

0/ 

/o 

531  ‘ 

107 

20.15 

373 

70.24 

51 

9.61 

— 

— 
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